Diſcouery of ſundry Doctrines ten- 
dling to the Oyerthrovve of 
Chriſtian Religion 


into captiuity all Vnderſtanding vnto the O 
of Chriſt, 2. Cor. 10. 3. ww = 
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COLL.SS.TRIN. 
UXTA DUBLIS, 


HIGH AND MIGHTY 
FRINCE. 


CHARLES 


|. King of Great-Brittaine , France, 
and Ireland, &c. 
eMay it pleaſe your e Moſt Excellent | 
. 
= Y Preſumption were not ca- 


Daly excuſable ( ft Grations 
4 4, Soneraigne ) in flying to the 


JJ SzQtuary aryefycer Maieſty for 
= the — this poofc 
Treatiſe , if the of the 


Cauſe, whereof 1 Ws 


- Se 


— my 


. wha Ta hl Man, 
not peg fivd benigne acceptance from 
fo'Gratious and Great 2'King as you are; 
who glory more in that moſt Sacred Name 
of being a Chriſtian , then in that moſt an- 
cient Stocke of Royall Progenitours, which 
ſo glorioufly adornes the Diademe of your 
Sacred Maieſty. For ] doe not in this occa- 
ſion pretend to act either the Offenſiue or 
Defenſiue part of any one particular Reli- 
gion, honoured with the Name of Chriſtia- 
nity; but I only come in the generall Name 
of a chriſtian Church, without treating whe- 
ther it be Lin or Grale, Ea or VVeſt, of 
England or of Rome: and therefore I cannot 
deſpayte of being gratiouſly admitted by 
your Maie 
My Scope, and VPorke, as ** 7 jon 
only to maintaine the authori 
Scripture, the Myſtery of the rey of Ho al 
ty, the Deity of our Bleſſed Sauiour, the in- 
allibility of his A poſtles, the power of his 
- Miracles,che — ey of bis Grace, and of 


Wedel Cen of Chriſtian Fayth; 
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apainſt 


a. ns 


we beliefs * e ines Hume. 
— (a) Who teacheth Sha: out aſeu- 


rance of holy Scri ipture, and of all the veri⸗ 2 — 2 


1 es contained therein i ed but (b) pi whable Lee 1.7 
yo | and credible, and conſequen ſuch, as may 5574 
n- well be falſe: W ho continually vr eth, (e) — — 
h that God, as ſure, as bers good, neit er doth, 

IC nor can require of Chriſtians an infallble, & 

a certainly -on-erring beliefe of his word; That 

T men neither are bound, nor can delieue di- fn 

i- |  uincReuclations whichſecmeimpolsiblero ni 42 
* humane Reaſon (d), nor (e) further then 

Cc they are made apparent & euidẽt to them; 2 

- and that it ſufficeth vnto Saluation to beliewe OL 45. 
f the Goſpell (I) as we do other Suri at much as , lis 30, 
. we do( g) Ceſars Commentaries, or the Hiſtory © wa 2) Far. 
of Saluit : Who proclaimes ( b) the A dalle 2 
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with the whole Church of their time, to 5. 1g. 
| haue erred in matters of fayghy, cen after 472. 
| they had receiued the holy Ghoſt;Thar af: ¶ T. 
ter their Deaths, (i) the whole Church was py 
_ preſcatly cgucred with vniuerſall errours; S; initio, oy 
and that the whole Church of che Gearills — . 
may fall away into Infidelity „ho shut-( Par, 
ted (1) che gatcs.of Me againſt penirent — 
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for the deniall of all choſe maine — 
Chriſtianity aboue mentioned, ac it will ap- 
in this enſaing Treatiſe: And more. 
ouer, for that he taketh away the ancient 
Orthodoxe Creedes, whilſt he declaimes 
(wn) Fae. (m) againſt all formes of Fayth, wherein 
158. .us. termes are vſed not found in Scripture ; ta- 
(n) Pex. xing Proteſtants (n) by name, for their 
_ * vaine cõceit, that they can ſpeake of the things 
| of God, better eben in the vord of God; and for 
the Derfying of their owne Interpretations , and 
(o) Jhid. T yrannons (o) enforcing chem vp others; and, 
per ſecumę of men, for not ſubſcribing to the words 
of men , as the words of God. 
Vouchſafe therefore, Moſt gracious Soue- 
ragne , to conſider how Chriſtianity is im- 
pugned by ſome, euen in this your King- 
dome, and the inconueniences and dangers 
thereof, and preuent both them, and ſuch 
others of the ſelfe ſame kind, as may grow 
greater if they be not preuented, by your 
Zeale and Care. I cannot doubt, bur that 


the thing it ſelſe, though my Adueriary 
(whoy erpreteads chat he is wholy of your 
* Ma- 
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your Maieſty vill do it euen for the Piery of . 


2 wy neon) pac ene, 
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doctrines, 9 belicue.. — 
divers other ſingle — he neither 


allowes the Nie and thirty Aalen; which P. rs. 
Declaratinar, *- 55+ 


your Maieſty, in your Royalb 
affrmes to cõtaine the erue Doctrine of che 
Church of nor holds he'the Su- 


cſtion of Brsbops , to be neceſſany in Goda p,, —_ 


Church; which experience teaches to tend & . 


= to the confuſion of th id Church, 
an jon of Monarchy. 
And though God hath made your Ma- 
of moſt 2 both in a Royall Conſort, 
ngular and rare endowments both of 
— Mind, and with a plentifull and 
moſt pefull INue, (which with my hare 1 
2 euen laſt to the very end of the 
7 and with an Obedient and Loyall 
People, and with power both at land and 
ſea, and with times both of Plenty and 
Peace, whilſt almoſt all your Neighbours 
are in warre and want ; yct nothing will cucr 


be more able, to eſtablish You in all theſe 


Felicityes, nor to auert all diſaſters from 


your Maieſty, then not to permit that there 
be 
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A Diſcovery of ſundry Doctrines ten- 
ding to the Ouerthrovye of 
Chriftian Religion: 


Contayned in the Anſwere 10 4 Booke entituled, 
' Mercy and Truth, or Charity main- 1 
tayned by Cat holiques. : 


Brin inte all Vnderſtanding vnto the obe- 
— ed. . Cor. 10. 5. 1 


bat is more contrary to Payth , then not to beliene any thing, 
#0 Which Reaſon counct reach? S. Bernard, Epiſt. 196. 


Permiſſu Superiorum, 1638. 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


JONDER not (Chriſtian Reader) 

WI.” J That I entitle this Little Treatiſe , 
WWW Chriſtianity Maintaincd. I give is 
e Name , becauſe thus is the thing 
BD) Which 1 endeanonr beer to make good, a- 
gain one Who ouert hrovs Chriſtiani- 
| | ty, not by remote Principles, or firained - 
Inferences,but by direct aſſertions,ch cleere deduttivr,natu- 
ralh flowing from diners of bis doctrines: whichif it be mads 
appeare, I cannot but lupe, that all Who take comfort in the 
glorious, and moſ — — Chriſtian, vill give me 
the right hands of fellowſhip is this Common Cauſe. 


Ancient Pacianss ſayes (a) ener orfhoaoxe helicner, that 
Chriſtian is his name, Cacholicks.his Surname. Gar) on 
tholicke cannot be conceined without Chriſtian . But prov, 


Chriftianity ſo long as it is maintained wil afford ſome cam- 
won Principles of beliefe, Which may diretl men to find, that 
ove Catholicke Church of Chrittians, by meancs thereof 
our Lord hath decreed to give Grace and Glory. Let there 
fore neither preiudice auert , nor priuas reſpecli dinert the 
ood Readers underiiandingfrom Weighing in an equal 
that Which he bares by before it. C fed 2 

2 ho 


S 


the 
125 ents — Kvird, ewill,e (pecially When 
could do it, vuder the — * þ 4 — 
„ (e) good. Ia vici f »484 45 is were for- 
8 3s 2 — this preſent , 2 of Catholicke , vhile my 
ſeope is to maintaine Chciſtianity . 
1. But I nu with landing by the ay deſire thee, by 
of this Man Whoſe erreurs I undertake is diſcs+ 


how welt be a the 
which 3 . 
thet glorious Surnama,coutent themſe 
wane of —— For conſequently . - 
Guife, apernaturall ed Fayth, 
vlorb io dns mt — — — beſe 


to 4l{ mornner of deceites , 47 bar 
* — 
ding, or not clleeming — au and im - 
portance of a Guns they f —— | 
— whih ic tos — regs | 
from falling into the m 1nifold pitfalls, v lieb bye — ” 


{age wee Fagth, as we le arne by all thoſe, Who in all age? 
laue fwerued from it. 

2. This Mn, a the vori buove's , bed warning chews 

| fant, in 4 little Treatiſe culled, The Dirodion, al. that be 


Direct. | 

my ſhould no ga deſtrutiuo way |. 

— 7 1 * — —— holicks Us | 
4 
{ 


=  Dodrine. Um hatle he hath bed, vill he by 
tbe cnſuing Fe pens to the like ane, 4nd — 
ahcr, 


— —— * — 


e . 


gent, ar rather nov, to caxerily cree- 
— Tie dame vader the throwde of Naturall 


1 53 3 N The Di. 
ſapraguuñ ad Truth , end againſt the wurd of the later, tection 
that the Author of the Difecion, faſtens the (a) im. falſifed. 
pufation of Atheiſme and krroligion vpon all wile () pre- 
and gallant men chat are not of our owne Religion: i. 5. 
and this in 4 different letter, as the very words of the Di- ” 
rect our, ho yet hath neither auy ſuch words ar ſenſe. And 
aine,that b) as the — ſaw in the Diſci- (b) Pre: 

coũtenances, that they meant to goe to Hieruſa- at. n. 28 
om, ſo you pretend it is euen legible in the forheads 
of thoſe men, that they (that is ſome Proteſtants of 
—.— and learnin — — auctority too ) are enen go- 

to Rome: werds ſet downe is 4 

— the ſame context vith the other words 

the Direction. which yet hath not any one ſuch word, or 

Aud the Author Was farre from to med- 

dle vih the intentions of ited perſons, vith this 
man would make him adious. 


55 —.— pgs _— 
varia i ant, 
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done be eager ff laft alterations vill prooxe his intent 
as flronely af the 1: tan, wherein they happens to agree 
wvithvs. For his ſcope being to diſcouer the eee the 


them of the danger; to this end he declared ſom of the rra- 
ſons for which this Sci diſperſeth it ſelfe , aud is able to do 
it. by ing vpon the minds of diners Proteflants . The 

biefeft he affirmed to be the want of « 3 infallibli 
Jade of Comtronerfyes, without which they are left to their 
ere priuate ſpirit , or vit, anddiſcourſe , which muH of 
- weceſrrty bring forth « multitude of differences, alterca- 
tions, and alterations, and end in Socinianiſme, the quin- 
reflence whereof is toreſolue Fay th into Opinion, dr inte 
every mans fone Reaſon d Perſuafion . Nov to ſbev 
that for want of ſome living Guide, al eratious in matters 
of Fayth and Religion mon needes be frequent, be allead- 
ged 7 inflances,as lay open to the knowledge, and eus u 
| oye of enery man, and might afford a more ſenſible de- 
mon tration of what be intended to enince: Tet 9% that ( 4; 
I ſaid before) bis Argument receaned Hrength , wot from 
tbeir comming neere to vs, but from their altering from 
themſelues . From thence to inferre, that they muHt intend 
Teen, becanſe they happen to * vith vs in ſome thing: 
vr rather ſorme 29 agrec, but indeed differ ; is iuũ as if one 

(beuld ſay : The firit Proteitams in England , intended ts 


fill in Papiftry,eucn When they purpoſed the contrary, yea 
nn arty — did actually — rom Us: bangt, fo 


'ſooth ) they were not ſo furious a gain cuery particular do- 
Wine of Catholicks, as ſome others were 52 Inder 
Bow theſe men dure believe rhe 3. Trinity aud other princi- 
pell eres of Chriltian Fayth , fince they mutt. by this 
Ky * 


nean. 


4 morrev, let pifturerbe defaced, let all thithh 


Socinians, adde prevent the hurt of ſoules by forevarning 
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ſelues be in a way to Popery. e 
5. Others are apt to beliene an the contrarie fide that the 
Directour Vas ſo farre from boping that Proteff ants would. - 
became Catholicks by theſe degrees,as that be rather feared 
it might be 4 cauſe of ſome temptation 19 Cath alicia, and 4 
ſetling of Proteancy more efſetinally then could bane teen 
performed either by the feruaur of Zelott, ar n of Death, 
or any other meanes. CAndiherfore 1 make bald to ſay,that 
b ve Cathalicks, bis MaicHies mon humble au loyall. 


' alt 
Fre should be moñ unworthy and ungratefull creata- 


res if ve did not with deepet th s acknowledge our. 
hs =; obligation (ot — C of our dread S- 

neraigne : Tes 1 may frah ſay (if ſuch a Truth may be ſyo- 
ken without offence)1hat by many degrees They are mare ws 
reaſonable , and unihanke ll, Who are vnquies * becauſe the- 
moll moderate, that is ,1he mañ powerfull meanes Which cas 


be thought of, 2 in execution, foreſftabliabing has, 
8 
ab. 


which . end to deſire , I meane the ProteBans Reli 
gion; wnleſſe indeed they defire Prate Haney showld 


Tf it de wot inal reſpetli perfetlh and punitualh ſure vith. 


their bumours. For it is 4 true ſaying ; Moderate thines. 
n las, but noV jolence can lang — — 2 
6. This then vas the Directours intention, free from all. 


malignity , and directed only to matters of Religion , and 
3 in the manner declared abanc. Mich te be 
true, I luue hrard him inne woR ſcrionſh. by all that. can 
le feared,or hoped for in the next life, for all eternity and 
therefore he could not but be ſorry, chat day ri we. of bis 
was interpreted ta an other meaning, of whichij bat 
once imagined bis words to baue been capable withs - 
out ſo mach as bearing any pics of defenſe, 1 


LA. 22 rore amoris t ar S. Auſtine not by ny 
49 loue to errout, bat yan, errour of loue, ts the erernall 
| — — 


2 


—— nore erroris, 


——— 


* 


ion it — — Religion more 
—— —— would be: 
vory Rule and Do@rineobliges them to make 

all men, as mach as lyes in them, ſubiects vnto Kings, 
& ſoruamts vm Chriſ no further then it ſhall pleaſe 
the Pops ) ir a wolt virnim ſlaumder, and vnin n 
—_ For Þheresf,s we might coment 
clues enther with ance of a Order, Rule, 


— vith ltineſse of his owne Con- 
 ſcienceguregerd, that _—_ he cannot chooſe but nov, 
Mut the them, and our proceedings, are nothin, 


rhem : howeht fit here 
dee ee, — ft 10 tour 


3 
+ Amore — «ht 
2.—. „Nu, and Doærine, u this man is ple 255 


8. Dt ead, iy what he ſayth in his Pre- 
— of che fourth Var which the Ieſsire make of ſpe- 
call obodience co the ee, eee ee. it 


ſeemer, 
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conceraing 

words 7 Vow — ſjeate 8 FEE 
tutions devlare tus: Tom intentio buius 
1 TR as 

& tic inte 

Obctientia loquirur , 

mus Pontifex, & q 


tention of ches V ow to 


dience, in all chings 


and whitherſoeuer be ſhall ſend & c.. for their Rules | 


. 


— 
* — —— —.— 
approoves none — wher C. 
2 — Te — 


. & 


ture, and of Wer AT & fr 222 ade 
41 all ine 4s alſo to s Maic #tisfattion, 
What een bye Mate chal be pleaſed to int, in — 
periiculer point of Doctrine, o Practiſe, which is, or may 
be imputed to our Rule, or Order. 

It were baer great boldueſ to appeale in this to the li- 
wing teflsmony „ who in bis experience abroad hath 
kene as vith more Communities of our Order, 
then this man hath beene with Perſons i 2 K > chan- 

ven he ed himſelfe « Roman Catholicke, and 
— 2 Os: —— the equall band vhich 
be carryeth deu, all ſort: of perſons, obligeth all without 
— « His Mulety may be pleaſed 10 ſe what 
— Key all viſe Viſcdeme be (ba ſball thi — Wo 
be ſhould thinke it fit to pitch = ſuch 4 Teftimo 
Gould ——— 8 the choyce ; norwis = 
r ij conceane aber viſe, is 

repard $4 wilnee — Signor Con hath pro- 

wbited the Direc tour from writing bookes any more , or at 
bal, bath reaſon to do ic. | 

10. Bot he muſt knw; that ve are of s diſſe rens diſpo 
tion from the Socinians, and therefore though that AM 
1 of that eminent Integrity, Picty, Viſedome, No- 


th nd all bearer — who by ſo „ 


ace 3 

74 thoſe w ome ut 

and exa — dread;we eftceme it a great happineſe 

ro fr bis 10 all AnHoritics: And whatſoexer our 
in Logicke, yet by Gods gr ace ve will alvages in bars, 

— and deed eto be good and . 


guments: CA Perſon 7 'ſo eminent — 4s he is whom 


#his 194 3 write Therefore it is 4 
6 te 
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telt for un nes to write. And this other: A Perſon endued 
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py OY Tz + | hs. 4 
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is not only fix bat neceſſary 


Jeſus Chriſt yeſterday, a 


„ 


me not 10 wite: I lerefam 
;eMary for me not ta vrus. Bus this. 
Lagicke is mo Philoſophy vith Socinians, who vill have ns 
Maifters but themſclues y enen in matlers concerning the 
eternall ſaination of their ſoules , and vill one day nd 14; 
their cot, that Ho S Bernard uttered a moi importaut 
Trath when he ſaid: Qu ſe fibi Magiſtrum conſtituit, 
ſultoſe Diſcipulum ſubdit. He who will be his owne 
Maiſter,ſhall be ſcholler to a foole. But is is time for me 
to take vp & conclude this Preface: with this caueat, that 1 


' would not haue the Reader coceine that in this fitle volume I 


laue touched all this mans Dottrines Which tend to the oncr- 
tbrow of Chriſtianity, but ani ſuch as Vere non b. 
Nor is it my purpoſe at this time, exally rodofute bis ground. 
or anſivere bis obie lions, Vhich may be done. bereaftare. My 
maine buſines is to demoniirate , that under the Name of 
Chriſtians he vndermines Chriſtianity and ſerles Soci- 
nianiſme . Which is afar that mooned me to ſet forth 
this chort Treatiſe for a preſens Antidate, till a larger anſ- 
ere can be pablihed. For Who vill upon food i 
be top it is mixed, and enen incorporated vith deadly poi. 
ſen t This is the ſcope of this Treatiſe, whereto-1 hope all 
C hriſtians Ville oncurre. Socinian $ are hut an aggregate of 
lewes, Manicheans, Arians, and other condemned fete, 
which all good Chriſtians ought to deteñl. 1hartily with 
their Connerfion: yet if they vill obRinately refiB, in deſpite 
of their innentions the F the Apoſtle villbe ueriſrd 
to day , the ſame alſo fot © 
euer. And tbey ſball gine a fearefull account for their con- 


tempt of al Churches, and errours again# Chriſtian Fayth, 
When repentance vill nothing A at that day, vben 
| 2 4 


alſo fog Hel. . 
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K. 7. r vyhen the Manichean - 
ſhall ne —— in 
floh; when the Atian ſhall comfeſfe him to be omni- 

potent whom he denied · und 1 may ulue; ven al good 
Chriſtians hull el behold him, whoſe Faych they l * | 
booed 10 NMaintane. | 


T he Dori nes güde i in che 
| enſuing Treatiſe. 
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The 9225 5 Dactrine lead to Atheiſme. 
The. Docfriav. Tharthe aſſurance which we haue of 


Seripurc i bue moral, Chap.z. 
third De Thar the Apoties were nor infallible 


in their bake, - SER erred with the whole Church of 
232 Ch 


es Iniuriovs ww the miracles of our Sa- 


* 
refolnia h into Reaſon, he 
deſtroyes the natuse — Fayth, 22 of all Chriſtian 
Verixies. (hap. 6. 
The fr DoFrinze , Deſtructiue of the . Ver- 
t f Chriſtian Hope, and Charity. 2p. 7 
The Takes away t grounds of Ra- 
tionalt Difcourſe. (hop. 8. 
The cight Doffrine , Opens a va to deny che B. 1 13 
2 SON b m — Chriſtian ch. E 
„ Layes grounds to e Conftant 
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CHRISTIANITY 


MAINTAINED. 
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The diſcovery of ſundry Doctrines tending 
to the Querthrow of Chriſtian 
A. 
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The fit Doctrine. 
That Fayrh neceſſary to Saluation is nov 
| Infalible . 
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(0. For 8s S. Thomas ſaid to our Sauiour, (a) We know ng! 
4% whither thes gech, and how can re know the Yay? Se 
what will it auaile vs to know Whither we gee , if we 
follow a miſleading vay, the Direction of a Fazth 
weake, waucrivg , and ſubiect to Errour 2 ſuch is 
Chriſtian Faythin this man's iudgment deliuered in 

the Dodrine with which I thought fic to beg, in re- 

ard it is the ſubſtance, and ſumme of that which he 

eliuers , and/lab6urs to prooue through his whole 

* booke; and is perſuaded, that it is of great and ſingu- 

lar viſe, and demonſtrable by vnanſwerable argu- 

ments . | | 

2. I muſt confeſſe, it is of great vic to ground 5. 

(b) C. cinianiſine, which, as the (b. Direc tian fortold, reiecteth 
1. 7. infallible ſupernaturall infuſed Fayth from being ne- 
ceſſary to ſaluation: and maketh our Chriftian Fayth 


of the Goſpell, and of Chriſt leſus our Lord and Sa- 


uiour to be a meere humus opinion, refolued into the 
authority of men, of no greater certainty them other 
buman Traditions and Hiflories knowne by report. 
Hence the ſaying in Charity Meintayned ( that an 4. 
ſolute certainty of Fayth is neceflary 10 Saluation ) he ta- 
G0 g. oth deeply as (c) moſt pernicious and vncbaritablezand 
428, els where (d) as a great error of 2 
(d) Pg. cions conſe yea pag. 37. thus he writeth: 122 
445.8. J. ing pafſſed with this falſe principle ( that Tnfallibls 
Fayth is neceſſary ) and that it is in uaine to beliene the 
Gofpell of Chritt with ſuch « kind, or E. of aſſent 4 

they yiell to other mater of Tradition; and fin 
their Faym of it is is them indiſcernable from 
r 
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We cannot ordiuerily haue any rational] and acquired 2 
ſent more them morall founded pan credibilities, wherby 
ſome may conceiue, that beſides hamen an rational 
Fayth, he ſuppoles and 1 Dizine Fayth , which 
is a pure, ſincere, firme adheſion to Gods word, not 
— 2 by reaſon and diſcourſe, bur infuſed by the 
Holy Ghoſt's inſpiration into a belieuing ſoule. But 
in truth he diſclaimes from any meceſsitry of Diuins 
Fayth, or any divinelight aboue the light of meers 
reaſon, and will haue men to be ſaued by the natiue 
forces of human, rationall, and fallible Fayth, Mex 


(Gyth he.) (fe vareeſonable; God requires not any (D U 
thing but reaſon; They pretend that heauenly things camnos pr p 
©, but by the midday-light : but Gods. . 


6 Ig 72 
wall be ſatisfyed., if ve receiue an ee of Light which 
— the works of Cr The exact 4 


certainty of Fayth aboue that of ſenſe and ſcience: Cod de- 


Hes only that ve beliene the cone, » 45 the premiſces de- 
wherof in rationall Fayth one is euer weake, 
eredible, and not infallible, And againe pag. 112. n. 
154. Neither God doth, nor man may require of us, 4s our 
ducty, to giue a greater uns to the myieries of our Fayth, 
then the motives of credibility ( which are fallible ) de. 


Erne. This is his doctrine, which he delivers often, & 


makes vſe thereof to ceica the infallible Authority 
of Gods Church: ſo prophane, impious, & vnchriſtian, 
as I that a man profeſsing humſclfe a Chri- 
ſtian, durſt venture to vent the ſame in print, in a 
Chriſtian country. For is the certainty of the Fayth 
which Chriſtians yield to the truth of the Goſpell. to 
the lifeof Chriſt Ieſus our Lord and Sauiour, tothe 
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tions? I appeale to che conſcience of cuery rene Chri- 
ſtian, he do not moſt cleerely difcerne his al- 


ſent to the Truths of holy Scripture, to bMuperiour, 
and web arrays rs 4 firme, then his boliete of 


meere humane — — 6 vnto 
Eue, and her to ent of the + purge 
Parent were naked, and did not per- 


that our 
ceine it till they had eaten of the forbidden epplie; 
theſe oryes & other rhe like would any Chriſtian 
delioue them, yea would chey not laugh at them, as 
they doe at /£/ops Fables, were they not of more cro- 
dit with them, then Ceſars Commentaries, or Salvia 
hiſtories, as this man * ſaith, they are not? Thar God 
requires not any thing of vs but only reaſon; That he 


exacts nd more then that we belienc the miſterivs of . 


Chriftian Fayth, with a human falliblte aſſent; Thar 
dmine illumination aboue the reach of the light of 
rexſon is not neceſſary, that men may gelen as chey 
onghr, to pt, and ſarirfy God That Godiydaruhiced 
with any degreeof light, with the meere light of na- 
earall Reaſon , and with the weake and wanecring 


Fayth, which reaſon ſtaadin RIES ies can 
round; Theſe be ſtrange 20 poficions , and 
. Chriſtianity, as is evident by ma- 


ny reaſons. I will point at a few, 


3. Firſt it is againſt holy Scriprure. Fayrh , ſuych S. 
r. 3s the faut of things to eget the agu. 


or, the 
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erin and ar map fp 
For as S. Bernard 


if it be only pi 
againt Cabailardas (who 
hkkewiſs taught that Fab was but Opinion )ſaythrou- 
ching this definition of S. aul ¶ By che . Sub- 
Aanee we are determined to ſome certaine and 1 
& Feyrb is not Opinion but Ceriumy:) Audis ſ b 

(-ſayth chis Same ) Su ? Non licet tibs in 
feuer, vel diſpmrare pro bin. won bac asi vagari per 2 ere. 
mania opinionum, per denia errerum. Subiliutia nomine, 6 
vid tibi cerrum » ffxamy, prefizitay . Certis clandevis ff- — 
in certi⸗ ovartlaris. Non ef tim fides eftimas > 
certituds. Doe thow heave the name of SubHRance? 


tio 
It it not lavfull for thee in Fayth to thinke or 6s Aiſpane at 
thy pleaſure , nor to wandler hit ber and thither through the 


— opinions or fir aying erronr's By the — * 


na, fone cerraine and fevled thing is appointed thee. 
T hoe art ſharp — Confined With= - 


in limits —— are ceriame« For Faythis not an opinion bus 

«containty, This is alſo — by the words of the 

—— {i) — Angel from Heas G;Gal. x; 
enangrlite i you, beſte that Which ve bene euangelized .. 

— 2 rand where he ſaych, (x) ba y 7 3 

— Ran oi ft is impoſvible for God ro 

hey ve may hawe a moſt comfort. Bar how can it be 

mf rung if it be groũded only vpon proba bilities , as 

this man ſayth our Eayth and comfort is? The falſhood 

winger on further declared by the ſamo Apoſtic 

Ep. 2· al eh U. 12. When you bad rectined 

v1 the word hearing of God, you reteiwell if not a3 

word of men, but (i dee LU 

L £p-1 go- olleageth S. RAGE tothe ſamo pur. 


poſe, 
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wat Apetolus( 1. Tim. 1.) & i mibiſubſubiles, Fides en 
flimaris ? tu mihi ambiguum garris, quo nibil ef certius 
But this Truth being certainly by all Chri- 
Hlians, it will be needleſſe to alleadge moretexts of 
Scripture in confirmationof it. D.Porter (in whoſe 
behalfe you ſept forth) doth euidently contradit 


% * 


r. your doctrine, when he teacheth ſI) that the chiefe 


ground of Chrjftian Fayib is dinine Renclatian, and that 
gothing but this can erecꝭ an 4d of — Fayth 
Which mañ be abſalutely undoubted, and certain, and that 
without this, Fayth is but opinion or perſuaſion , or at the 
moi an acquired human beliefe. And Doctour Hooker 
(whom you alleadye pag, 325. for your opinion) in 
his Eccleſiaſticall Policy pag. 117. writes moſt ex- 
»» preſſely in theſe words: The greateſt aſſurance ge- 
s nerally with all men, is that we haue by plaine aſ 
2» and intuitive beholding &c.Scripeure with Chriſti 
„ men being receiued as the word of God, that, for 
„ Which we haue probable, yea that which we haue ne- 
i ceſſary reaſon for, yea that which we ſee with ous 
2» eyes, is not — ſo ſure, as that which the Scrjp- 
,, ture of God becauſe we hold, that his ſpeach 
„ reuealeth there what himſelf ſeeth, and therefore the 
,, ſtrongeſt proofe of all, and themoſt neceſſary aſſen- 
,, ted vnto by vs, which doe thus receiue the Scripture, 
is the Scripture. 
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Accofding to your owne confelion,I ſay , ſeeing 

your ſelfe goe about to proous /m )that Chriſtian (m). 
ayth cannot be abſolutly cercaine; becauſe if it were 326.8. 4. 

ſo, it would follow, that any leaſt doubting though re- 

ſiſted and insaluntary, would deſtroy it which mani - 

feſtly declares, that doubting can well conſiſt ich 


that ſort of vncertaine Chriſtian Fth which you gos 

about to vent. If once way be giuen for Chriſtians to 

fall ypon doubting of their Fay th, why may not they 

put themſelues vpon an examination in good ear- 

neſt;and as doubting of the grounds thereof? And if 

this kind of examination be lawfull , who can diſ- 

commend an alteration, if they chance to find cauſe? 

as it is very poſlible they may, if their firſt aſſent was | 

not infallible ? How then could S. Paul ſo abſolutely gy; « 

ſay: Although wo, or an Angell from Heauen ſhould 

euangelize to you, beſide that which we haue cuange- 

lized, be he anathema ? | | 

5. But let vs goea ſtep further. This Aſſertion gi- 

nes way to belicue, that the contrary 20 Chriſtian Fayrh 

retaines ſome our bility, in regard that no high de- 

gie of probability can of it ſelfe wholy deueſt the 

oppolite part of all probability , this being excluded 

by certainty alone: Miſtake me not, as if Imeantthat 

the probability of one fide were ſufficient to beſtow 

probability on the other. This only Iſay, that whoſoc- 

uer belieues any pornt only with probability, hath in 

his vnderſtanding no preſent diſpoſition which of it 

lelfe is rep to probability for the contrary 

fide. And if Chriſtians moſt be of this diſpoſition in 

their beliefe, they can haue no ſetled or firme reſolu- 

tion, neuer to imbrace the contrary of that which * ? 
2 C 2 8 
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6. This is not all, If we follow this doctrine, this 
other vnchriſtian Conſequence cannot be auoided: 
That one may be ſaued, though he belieue ſome lea 
contrary to Chriitias Rebgion as Iudaiſme, Turciſme, 
Paganiſme,or Atheiſme, with as great,or greater pro- 
bability , then he belieues the articles of Chritiar 
Fajth . For L Ineed alleadg nothing beſide what 

(nYP ag. Your ſelfe ſuggeſt. In one place you tel vs, that ſn) 
57. any 7, it be but a graine 3 Fit worke by 
lone, shall certainly auaile with Gad, and be accepted of him. 


In another (o) you endeauour to prooue, that a pro- 


(o) Pag. bable perſuaſion, and hope of infinite and er 
4. 
all 


e, prouided for all thoſe that obey Chrift Ieſus, = 
le to ſvay our vill to Obedience, and encounter Wit 
thoſe temptations vhich fleſb and bloudcan ſuggeſt to avert 
3 theſe two doærines togeather , & the 
iſſue will be; that any probable beliefe of Chriſtian 
verities, or euen of a God, muſt ſuffice to ſaluation, 
as enabling vs to York: by laue. Now it 15 cleere that 
your graine muſlaraſced, your any probable perſuaſion 
or hope, are verifiedin any low degree of probabilicy 
of fayth in Chriſt, or God; and yet they do not ex- 
clude equal or greater probability in bebalfe of the 
contrary part ( for example that Chriſt is not the 
Sauiour of the world, or that there is nota God:) 
whence it followes that a man may attayne ſalua · 
tion, though he belicue with equall or greater proba- 
bility, that Chriſt is not the Sauiour of the world, or 
that there is not a God, chen is that wherewith he be- 
i e 
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Fayth.Whetherthis tend not to ludaiſme, Turciſme, 
Paganiſme, or A theiime, and to the ouerthrow of all 
_ - "7. Moreouer, who can oblige any vnderſtanding 
man, to dye for auerring the Truth of that Fayth, 
wherof he proclaymes himſelfe to haue no certain- 
ty? And you, O glorious Martyrs of Chriſt our Lord, 
did rather ſpill, then ſhed your bloud, if you were fo 
rodigall therof, for a truth not certainly belieued to 
be ſuch. This is the very ſame ar at, which melli- 
fluous S. Bernard brings —2— Abailardas, 
a Progenitour of the Socinians , who in thoſe dayes 
taught, that Chriſtian Fayth was but opinien,and not 
infallibly certaine:(p 2 Marpres mori (ſayth (p) C pig. 
this Saint) ſuHinentes tam acerba prepter incerta, nee d- 
bitantes ſub dubis remunerationis premio durum per exi- 
tum dinturnum inire exilium. S Paul ſayth, (q) Scarce for R 
4 iufl may doth any dye. And we may ſay who will giue W Row: 
his life for a Trath? and moſt of all, who will not on- 
ly giuc his life, but thinke himſelfe bound vnder paine 
of eternall damnation to lay it done in teſtimony 
of that, which for — — certainly knowes, may 
done to be an vniuſt, and vatrue thing? Was the 
precious bloud of Chriſt our Lord, which by infinite 
degrees excelled that of Martyrs, ſhed in ſuch abun- 
dance for purchaſing probabilities ? or for the impe- 
tration of Grace, to enable his ſeruants to dye for the 
truth of rhings, which in ſine they eſteemed but pro- 
bable? c | 
. 8. Far be it from the harts of Chriſtians to beliene, 
and their tonguos to profeſſe, that a God of — 
C 3 wiſe- 
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er) Preſs. 
AS 


Heauen and Hell is 


1 


men to endles tor- 
ts trary, which in the 
end —— if Chriſttan. Fayth can poſli- 
bly be falſe; as falſe it may be, if it be but probable. 
g- | Neuer could any doctrine be offered to the ſon- 
nes — Adam more ble, then that our beliefe of 
tan op! — —— no 
— another world; 
whereas worldly pleaſures , are in t poſſeſſion 
and certaine. If the greateſt certainty wherewith all 
Chriſtians — haue belicued their fayth to a- 
bound, hath not byn able to Ray the cariere of mens 
licenciouſneſſe; what ſhall we now expe, but, that 
flattered by this doctrine, they, who 
will now fly, after the Idols of hatſoeuer may - 


peare to their ſoules or bodies, obiects of deli 


10. No — — — doctrine — for 
belieui it doth for lum ſ to A- 
poſtaſyes, and endleſſe chan —— — this 
man's fourefold alteration — — if all be 
true whichis ——— ogy 
not wit he to glory, ie (r er 
Can — that way S — which 
—— ſet erm! than the mf rubble ut of __ 


11. I Li doe him the fauour to ſappoſe that he 
holds no Religion more certainly true then that of 
Chriſtians , — yet to him being not certaine, 
what remains in his perſuaſion and davine, but _ 
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conſequence,as I have ſaid, am 

ſelues, but expoſeth Chriſtian to contempt 
among the enemies thereof, and ieucrs of 2x: 
which this man it ſeemes doth not value a hayreʒ but 
meaſuri body by himſelfe, taxeth Chriſtians 
generally to be of the like weakenes , vngrounded- 

nes, & vnſetlednes in their beliefe: For, ſayth (5) he, () 7. 
wen may talle their pleaſure of an abſolute c moñ infalli- zu. 6. 3. 
ble certainty but dul men generally beliene that obedience to 

Chrift vere the only vay to preſent and eternal felicity, but 

as firmely and vndowbtedly, as that there is ſuch 4 Citty as 

Con ,bat 4s much ar Caſars Commentaries or the 

hillory of Sala, i beliene the lines of moſ men both Papiits 

and ProteBints would be better then they are. I leaue the 

- Cenſureof this Doctrine to others: Ionly note, firſt 

how poore a conceit this man himſelfe hath, & en- 
deauoureth to inſtill into others of the ground or ad- 

hefion, which Chriſtians vndeubtedly haue in their 
beliefe, making it no more ſolid or firme, then the be- 

liefe of Czſars Commentaries &c. And ſecõdly that 

it may perchance be his fortune to be really forbid- 

den to write any more bookes, if he can make no bet · 

ter uences, then to conclude the want of Fayth, 

or Feyth in Chriſtians, from the faults in 

their liues, ſeeingthere may be in a manner infinite 

other cauſes, why they do not liue, as they moſt fir- 


mely belieue — hould, + 
12. This you ſee is his doFrinz concerning 
Chritlian Fayth; that it is weake, and weakely groun- 


ded; that it is reſolued int the authority of _— 


* 


- 


(t Pag 
326. 
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* of cha his fay th, and yot be à Chri- 
that is ) faychfull. But that which doth moſt 
y diſcouer the i of this doctrine, and 
arguing, is, that the reaſons by 
i to maintayne ic, induce plaine A · 
cheilme that is, they conclude as well, chat men can 
haue no certaine beliefe, knowledge, or aſſent that 
there is a God, or that we are certaine, that Chriſtian 
Fayth is euen lo much as probable z winch now I am 
gong tothew. 


The Grounds of this Doctrine leade 
to Atheiſme., 


CHAP. 11. 


Said in the fromes Chapter that if a Chriſtian 
1 be not certains that his beliefe is true he may 


according to this mans owne cõfeſſion doubt 


Whether it be not falſe. I pleaded - Confeffion , 
vpon an Argument of his which perhaps ſeemed to 
him 2 ; ore {abrilcy, and hard to be anſwered 7 but is 
indeed a meere toys, and if it prooue any chin 72 
rooues the Title of this Chapter to be true. If, layth 
\t):his Doctrine, of che ablolute certainty of Chri- 
ſtian Fayth were true , then ſceing wot amy the leaſt doub · 
ting can conſiñ with a moRt i bl — 
lem, that enery leaũ dia ling in any mater 


uc line, ſol n g as it lef!, of alt nur, and 


— 


Fo 7 — — 
refined and innoluntary, i 4 — — 2 dah e- 


any certaine 
— that Chriſtvan — — wry 
wg | 
2. As forthe argumenc ir ſolſe, it is of no-moment. 
It doth not diſtimguuſh beewaxe the bis of Fayth, 
whereby Cheiſtians are permanently denominated 
Faithfull , and which remaines euen when we are a 4 
——— or enerciſo thereof, which may AY 
behmdr many good employments , as ſtudy or 
ſerious atrention to any buſimeſſo, without the leaſt | 
tothe Hau of — — wed on- 
1 erraurs or inſt ie, not 
— mala ary and refifte d. e 
e lor hun ether 'afford' a better 
againſddis owne obiedtion, or olſe , that he 
doch noecertainly bebeus there is a God, or that he 
. tat Chriſtian Paych and Roligion is 
much as bo 


may con- 
ible fag, then the Do- 
Diuines, that eery votuntary 
is deſtructiue of the habit 
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of it againſt all temptations either from the 
— — — ſe of 
mans vnderſtanding in order to ſo high miſteryes ) 
as allo of your certainty that Chriſtian Religion is 
probable in the higeſt degree of probability 3; and 
when you haue granted chat you may, as Ihope you 
wall , then yon will haue anſwered your owne argu- 
ment, vnleſſe you will ge your ſelfe not 
to be certaine that there is a God, or that Chriſtian 

Religion is probable: © on | 
+ Annie reaſon wherby heendeauonurs opens 
that Chritiian Fayth is not abiolutely cerraine, 15 this in 
tx) T4 jubſtance; — ,a5 S. Iss aſſures vs, (x) au- 
Fail is the viddory which nn — 
| © af Ny ayth 
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Fayth be a certain infallible knowledge, our victory 
—— world muſt of neceſtity be perfect, and it 
ſhould be impoſſi hle —— believer to commit 
any deliberate finne; How this doth follow I cannot 
ceiue, no more then one can inferre that Chri- 
F ians cannot commit as grieuous ſinnes as men that 
reiect Chriſtianity, becauſe the beliefs of Chriſtians 
is true, and the beliefe of others is falſe. The Angels 
in heauen and Adam in Paradiſe, were indued with 
infallible Fayth, yea and with Euidence, in the opi- 
nion of diuers good Diuines; and yet the Angels and 
Adam finned deliberatly, and damnably. Fayth doth 
direct, but not neceſsitate the will, which ſtill remay- 
ning free, may chooſe good or cull. If he will ſtill 
maintayne the argument for good, then he muſt be 
eonuinced to ſay, that he doth not with certainty be- 
- lieueaGod,or that ver tue is to be imbraced , becauſe 
he can doubtleſſe commit deliberate ſinnes againſt 
God, and vertue. | ; 
„Not vulake to this is another reaſon, (y) That (y) bid; 
being the effect of Fayth, if our: Fayib were a 


C 

perfect, Charity would be perfect, & ſo no man could 
e progreſſe in it. Giue me leaue to 
yo to y our ſelſeʒ . not ſee, that by this rea- 
* | 


eus in with certainty ,your loue of 


perfect without poſsibility to make an 
rogreſſe in iti which becauſe it is falſe, it muſt fol · 
— „ by force of your Ar t, that you do not 
with inty beli | 43006 But as for reaſon.in 
e iges ge dec 
mo you Ach faliiy luppole that CHardy 1s 
both eee gat, 

2 0 


wit 


48. This is not a time — long 
tow you codfornd crm wh — be- 
. witch he geen a 
m 2 154 mi · 
. — rhe that - — uy 
a poſ;ibility annexed to it, chat it 
Wee But it will not — notwith- 
ſtanding, noryntimelytofſtand's while, and ſee ho 
exceſfi confident you are of the ſtrengih and 
force of the foreſaid Arguments, and the content- 

| ment which you take in them. Thus you peter 

(x) P. hem: ( per nad om de ſte we 1 

32%. 327. Juences ant yet 


our doctrine of the infallibilicy of Chriſtian Haych 
Which you wontd faine hase mur — — 


math in — 

your y n ſi A 

255 es —— —.— —— 
for your purpoſe, orviſe you mul 


rent, which ſheves this defirine of — ( . 
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mois co be imbraced, en 


ono — | 
2 1 A4 ches nm in.anether reſ- 
bea iſo your owne obiectiana Remember thee 
four word — 250 Tal Thi J . 
at the ſpirit of God .heing ammarraiy dewout , and 
t vl ar ey rr ge a fd 
wax Lined | 


ab — ae I 


36:37. 
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yaucance de- 12. 
againdt chair 


For ant a a 
TS —— — = - 2. 
not for them / it being more cet taine then 
and therefore you une — * 
wering your one arguments. And whereas pag. 
25 you make a ſhe of — wi particuler 
really you do not anſ were, but plainly con- 
trelic your ſelf, . 2 chat it is pl. 
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beyond the certainty of euidence, as the Reader may 
cleerly ſee, and ſhall be demonſtrated in due time. 


- 


8: One thing more I maſt not let paſſe, andit is, 


That whereas you fay ;We would fayne haue Chri- 
ſtian Fayth bel! to be infallible, bat there might 


be ſome weceſrity of our Churches infallibili z it (cemes 
= are ihe ought yield halle to Gods 


— 1 once it be granted that Chriſtian Fayth 
is infallible. And with good reaſon. For ſeeing you 
teach that vniuerſall Tradition and other arguments 
of credibility, cannot produce an infallible beliefe of 
holy Scripture, and of the myſteries belieued by Chri- 
ſans;it muſt follow, — infallible mea- 
nes muſt be found out for the propounding to vs the 
holy Scriptures: which other infallible meanes euen 
according to your perſuaſion, being not Scripture it 
ſel fe, nor euery mans priuate ſpirit, there remaynes 
only the authority of the Catholicke Church,which 
as an inſtrument of che holy Ghoſt, may be an infalli- 
ble propounder both of Scripture and all dinine ve- 
rites. Wherein there is a large — — 
the Church and other Iudges. Theſe in their ſenten- 
ces or determinations intend not taeliuer points of 
— Fayth, as the Church muſt intend, and do it, 
if once it be granted, that from ber we muſt receius 


holy Scrip tutes, and belieue them with a certaine and 
infallibie aſſent of Chriſtian Fœib. 8 


The 
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The ſecond Doctrine. © 
That the aſſurance #hich we haue of 
| Seriptures 7 is but morall. 
WO iy of Wk he 


been preſerued from any materiall alteration, and! . 


muſt in degree be much inferiour ta the aſſurance. 
which we haue of ſuch bookes of prophane Authors. 


ſorts of men, to wit, Atheiſts, Pagans, Iewres, Turkes 


& Chriſtians ; wheras 1 of holy Scripture, . 
are either vnknowne, ar impugned by all 12 
83 BA 455 | | 1 1 


? 1 1 4 
5 * 


te) P. 
M6. 


6. 


(4) g. word of Gi 


2 N as os * 1 
4 


Fung" > i * ne 


. _ ah EN fs 


— 2 


. * R : 
FL. VE. r wht 3 26 
9 % nw" FELT 3 
* 2 * * S * 
Wee.” K L 
ö ” - ; 93 . 
0 8 
or * 2 
"oh 2 
* : 
7 
* » 
l 
« 


5 2 the 
| = 
| _ = nn mor. 21 And 5 ls 
ſame reaſon whoſoeuer b builds er mans gods 
D zsffurance there was a le- 
fas Chiiſt, thas tes, ant much leſle that 


he wrought wonderous N. , and leſſe then this, 
that thole wonders were truꝭ miracles; as that there 
was a Cæſar, Alexander, Pomp 


fought fuch bartailes, and the tike. For theſe 


&c. or th 


at they 


things 
delcend to ys by A more vniverfalf tradition then be 
former. Do not your ſelfe ſpeake thus? We dme as 


2 255 5 <1 4 


ments o 


„4 that T:ſas cin 
ou thooll 1421 faid; 
reafon to belieue it, if we conſult 8 induce- 
and conſequently ? 
not ablolutely inkallible, euen aboue the mor 
credibility, we are more certaine that 


if Chriſtian 


22 K ear rea er Fas [ſuch a man at Henry the 


1 9 


King Henry,then a feſas Chyiftt thing which no true 
Chritian « can L cndretuc Aer e 2 


3. That which folfowes out of the 


or e — 
thar Aer th doctrine of 
Chriſt , and yer belieued not the Seri 
[Ode e bard 


3s of the like nature, layin 
ple to reic& Scriprure; 
barbarous r 


comes by hearing;you add 
I, but if the bonkers 2 
. the . ol xr ri; One 


pl gro 


Neve, 4 f 


mor BF kd b * 


und 


ingf] 


— 


22 ä SR IM 
TW * 1 N 
9 5 NS OL "SS 2 IP 
1 * = ». ME £4 
$,* 4% 5 1 * * + "LTH 1 , 
8, *. 4 1 D 5 22 nnn 18 * 
Fa "5 » * „ 0 2 » Thy 
- be 7 4 Y 2 WF 2 ; — * 7 8 £ 
5 = 4 * F ; a. Pi ; > 
fob [4 F # : 1 6 
by «of F N 4 
N 141 N 1 l 44 
, 5 7 — A 5 . : 7 N 


* JE . 
* 2 OE, = 7 
2 ba My ö : 
44 7 8 8 
W * . : 
3 4 


4 * 
* 


* * = 72 83 x ©, — 4 5, 4 
2 1 p F 4 5 
5 * * P 
* q p * = * 1 D 
8 ; ö 20 1 * 


contained, and not the diuiac authority of the bookes where- 
© nds Why might not any Church 
baue reiocted the Scriptures being pr by other 
ts of the Church ? And why may not we do ſo at 
this day? Nay ſeeing de faZo we know the verities of 
Chriſtian Faych by Scripture only, according to your 
doctrineʒ we cannot be obliged to belicue the Scrip- 
tures; becauſe the _— g in contained are ne- 
ceſſary to be believed, (for this very neceſsity you 
cannot belieue, but by belieuing 1 the en - 
ture) but contrarily you may reie the verities them- 
felues, if you be not preobliged to belieue the diuine 
authority of the bias: wherein they are contained. 
5" Againe, you ſay that Scripture is the any Rule of 
iltian Fayth ;(e) yet it is not neceſſary to Salua- 
eit ebe rule of Fayth,no nor to be the Word (©) Cop- 
"The firſt part of this doctrine is the ſcope 3 ah 
oleſccond Chapter. The ſecond is taught 
, ind at large in the ſame Chapter (f) pag · (f) P. 
he theſe two aſſertions, and the Con- 116. 
ide That we arc not obliged to receiue 
is the only ordinary meanes of attayning 
namely the Scriptures . And there- 
way, we cannot be bound to im- 
yt! pods it cannot be compaſſed 
tat taine to it. For how can one 
le obliget to attayne ig end, and yet be left free to re- 
ioc the only meanes off atchieuing that end? 1 on the 
| 1 E __  rreer 


(h) Pag. 
72. . 51. 


5 


"Y Clan mt" * Nee 
ages lll} wt oo, 4 


e of hem ben 

Sek Now — it = inch llooe nee 

ture haue or w it 
Jus ada Hite ee e d to ie — 
the Rule of Fayth, and word of God? Nay , ſeeing as 
things now ftand we may find contay- 
ned in Scripture, ſafficiently expreſſed 2 
ble other bookes, e may at this 1 
ty to your doctrine reiec᷑ all the holy 
tenting our ſelues with the contents Ae takes | 
from other Authors, and not from the writers of the 
Bible. Prat! 

6. The Doctrine which he cirryeth through 
whole Booke , but particularly in ae bin his 
third Chapter, that we cannot frog er ture 
it ſel fe that it is Canonicall, but 24 n Tradi- 
tion of men, delmering it from hand Rand „ is no 
leſſe i e and derogatiue to holf Scripture then 


the former, ſpeaking o men in his aſe; that is, not 
as endued with any infallible aſsif 7 * of the holy 

Ghoſt C which Catholicks belie oof Church)bor 
only as wiſe, or many men, or fo elke human qua- 
lifications;for to this effect he ſ b th: Ch) Tredijon is 4 
65 15 not in Chriflianity, & 2 Reaſon not proper 10 


hriſtians, but common to all nity. This is certainly the 
right courſe to blaſt the Authority of holy Scripture, 
not 
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tot to maintaine it. For be 
ronched already, that by this 
farmer e 


* 774 


meanes we are not fo 
coma at length to reſolue the behefe of Scriprureints 
the Tradition or Authority of Pagans, lewes, Turkes, 
or condemned Hereticks, as well as of true Chriſtiãs. 
For ſeeing errours againſt _ , or Hereſies cannot 
in his principles be diſc but by Scriptures ; be · 
fore they be receaued, the teſtimony of one man con - 
cerning the admittanceof chem muſt weigh asmuch 
as of another, and be conſidered only as prooceeding 
from a number of men, bethey faychfo or Infidels, 
trus Chriſtians or condemned Herericks, - | 
7: And further according tothe ſame principles he 
muſt acknowledge, that he belie ueth ſome parts of 
Canonicall Scripture with a more firme aſſent, then 
others;to wit, as haue been delivered with more 
orleffegencrall ent, or haue been more or lee 
oncequaſtioned: which is todepriue Canonical Scri- 
Authority. For if once we giue way to 
nore or eff inthe behalfe of Gods word, we ſhall 
ching And this hath the more force in this 
loarins, who ptofeſſeth that the greateſt cer- 


criptures haue, h participate of that 
in a leſis nd leſse degree, according as 
inered with di t tradition and 
doctrine will ſound in the cares of 


ans, lea to be conſidered, conten- 


oſs your A ffertion with the dif- = 
ward Biſhop of Lowdey , in tho 
begin- 


. 


eee 3 — 
her fide ſpeake din of irs You onthe i) 
4.4K. 5 been 


las fe of e eee bat 7 — 
believe t ” Kan And of » 4. 


td : The 

* Script re, as ye rece 
Op 72 eee, ee 
— have bye fankand, of — 
ay oa —— — 


— the ſecond Epi , s ſe⸗ 
cond and third of S. aba, the 

and the {per et er lahm? = . of fort, 
ture 2 not ueſtioned by ſome. and thoſe 
DN ſo many, as —— havemede of the 


© HR 
=, 


works of Tulh or Ling che. if wr them 


not to haue been written by ſuch Aithours? And the 
only doubti og.of Brofing, or ſome Cu : Naber about 
the workes of ſome Fathers, hatch cauſed them to be 


ueſtioned by diuers, vpon mi M weaker ounds,as 
LiFoteaceo ſtiles, or the like. 15 

* 8. In anather place you wit v4 0%) that to receius 

5 +: 2 4 Booke for Ganonicoll, it is inough tochãus bed 9 

4ianthough wot unjurnſal i as leait ſuſſiriani to male 

eonfilering men receiue them 2 viel bere 


ſome- 


gen r "269 
ar yon —ů— 


| in our b Scripture. Firſt we muſt ſettle 
Rs he þ ce mr — — ; Ate + on confidering men, though 
the conſent be not vniuerſall e pon tho grea - 
| cer and more provalent number authority of ſof- 


| frages , as if tho greater number alone, without in- 
Wu ee were 4 ſuſſicient 
ound for Chri y ou deny ( 68, n. 
| — Deli yg — 5 e 
| tryed by moſt voy cea, yet w 1s your 
number, but moſt voyces? And as 3 
rity , What can you means thereby , — — 
—— — 22 
3 — that Auen, on which C 
e e 


— — —_— 
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CHAP, III. 
J: T can be ng wonder that he ſhould ſpeaks 


meanly of tha neceſſity, and infallihility of 
holy Scriptuxe, ſince ho labours to faſten er- 
our vpon the | call writers, and delinerers 


thereot-1 the Apafler * and the whole 3 


(m) &. 
#07. 8.21. 


en) Poe 
14 4-8, 
31. 


2. another place: (n That the Apoſtles 


ee ee Fayth 
ntly reuealed 
— 1 bad | byn moſt 
— of our Sauiour, and from 
2 fruit Paſ+ion! to wit, that 
was to be Ng to all nations. You 
2 — owne words: (m)The Church may 
dicheliene 4 Rexelation , Which by errony (he 
les to be wo Reaclatione That the Goſpel! Vario be prca· 
— all N ations , vas 4 Truth rexcaled before our Sa- 
xiours Aſcenſion in theſe Words; Goe and teach all nations. 
Math. 29. 19. Tet » er inaduerience, or 
ſome other cauſe the Church diibeliened it, as it is apparent 
ant of the 11 and.12. Chapter of the Acłi, vill the conner- 
fiou of Cornelis. And that the themſelue⸗ 
were innolued in this ſu errour of the moſt 
primitine Church, he deliucrs „ 2 
terthe ſending of the holy Gheitwere, ndrbrooghn 2 
tence, or preindice continued for a time , in an em pos- 


e „ — Bate _— 
anſverabij enident from ory of t ; po- 
let. Is not this to row all Che s If che 
Bleſſed A on whom Cl . as 
vpon their foundation ( Epheſ. 2) } obnoxious 
to in ence, to 7, to off Z 38 &; of errour; 
what certainty can we now haue ? The Apoſtles 
might haus written-what they-beliened , and ſo we 
_ be ſure but what they haus written may con- 
tain ſome err our pr e 1 
lier, or ſome other cauſe — 


ning of the holy Ghoſt, cad ik them tho whele 
Chuch 
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ſe fo freſh Ge impoſed þ y ou Soon 
Chriſt for his laſt farewell: at it will be % 


obuious for aduerſaries of Chriſtian Religion to.ob- 
iect, that perhaps they haue byn rye ring to. 
oblivion, — . — — — in 
ning the Scripture erred in r firſt 
the — why not in their ſecond? With the aſsiſtan- 
the holy Ghoſtchey can errs in neither, with- 
outit, in both, : 

2. The Obiection which he brings is not hard to. 
ſolue. g. peter him(elfe neuer doubted. That viſion was 
ſhewed to him, and he declared it to the conuerted 
Ie yes for their ſatis faction, as it ha in the 
Councoll held by the > ror ved obſeruation 
of the law of ( which ſome Chriſtians con- 


Did with others affirmes * 4 — 

(pet the text expreſsely declares, (p) 48. 

that they who were offended with F. peter were of the 050.44. 

circumciſion, that is le wes made Chriſtians, e. vl. v. ac 
3. He goes on im chi: conceit , and addes a point 

no leſse daun gerous then the former. The Apoliles Do- 

Grine ,layth VA (q ) was confirmed by Ate » therefore f 

n was entirely true, and in no part either falſe, or vncertaiu. ;,,. 2 15 

I jey in no part Which they ileliuered contlanth, as a certaine | 

diva truth, and which had the atteAation of diuine mira- 

cles, 


| are — oaly , a 
what deliwered tom aui as a certeine dium Truth; 
we may reied in a manner ich (carce 
euer N- —— — thereof did 
deliuer any 26 4 certaine diuine Truth; and 
much lee chat wes 1 remained conſtant in what they 
delivered by thre Or if it ſhould exprcſsethele 
particulars, yer we could not be obliged to belieue it, 
if once we come todeny to the Apoſtles an vniner- 
fall infallibihty. For what reaſon can this man gine 


according to theſe grounds of bis ; might 
— —— nh 
4. And beſides, will — 
certainty any thing delivered by — ha Apoſties wh 
had not the atteHarion of dinine miracles i It eos 
will not, and t in effect takes away he be. 
liefe of very many myſteries of Chriſtian el 
verities contayned in holy Scripture. Forthat mi 
49 e ct confirmation oi 
wrong pture, we cannot ffirme 
ſth holy Scripture it ſelfe, nor afty"orhe 
argument: tathivr his ge! is certait 
innumerable verityes of the Bible Wh. 
ſeuerally confifmed in that mamſer, and yet it were 
dam nable ſinne toldeny them. And moreouer where, 
or when did the Apoſtles particularly prooue by mi- 
racle, that their writings wert the word of God? Thus 
E. ſee into what plunges hò brings all Chriſtiansb 4 
one Inconflancy ; front which certainly * 
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muſt or may be vaderſtood to deliuer the — 
mas reaſon and prudence; whenloeuer they do not in 
exprefſe tearmes profeſſe to deliuer diuine Reucla- 
tions, which is very ſeldome;the ordinary cuſtome of 
hol e being to deliuer verityes without any 

N ualifying of them. And if S. Pas/ when in the 


LE 


ſuc 
| Epiſl an d Chapeer by you cited v. 40. ſayes of him- 


ſelfe, 1 rhinkr that I alſo haue the ſpirit God, might be 
deceiued in — of his; —— alſo _ he 
might be deceiued , euen when he affirmes that he 
writes by the ſpirie of God ʒ and much more may we 
doubt, when —— — common- 
ly neither he, nor any other Canonicall writers doe. 
6. In the words which you cite: Ty ibe rat ſpeale I. 


not the Lori, S. Paul treates of a tant mats 
N ter, that is of the wiues — her husband, 
or the husbands from his wife. Wherein if g. Paul 
were ſubie to errour, he might chance to haue 
taught a point of greas Iniuſtice, againſt the com- 
mannd of our Sauiour declaring the very Law of 
nature, WhatCod hath ioyned rogeather let wot man ſepa- 


(s) Mat. rate (s). And as for the words you allesdge in the ſe- 


cond place: Concerning virgins 1 hai no commandment 
of onr Lord,but I deliner my Indgm Apoſtle after- 
wards within the compaſſe of the falls lama diſ- 
courſe, ſayes that a man ſinnes not if he marry; wher- 
in if S. aul may be decemed , as ſpeaking out of his 
owne ſpirit, as you ſay he doth in ſome precedent 
words ; you will not only want this text to/proone 
with certainty, that marriages law full, but when 
ſoener marriage is allowed in any other place of 
| | TY Krip- 


Sctipture (as Har. 13. uv. 4. au wr, erriageis honourable. 
A you haue put into the mouthes of the old and mo · 
derne hecetiques, whoimpugned the lawrfullnes of 
marriage, a ready anſ were that thoſe texts of Serip · 
ture, were but the Dictats of human reaſon and pru- 
dence, wherein the writers of Canonicall Scripture 
might be deceiueds. - /-  -: 2 24:2 

7. The other words, Speale I, not the Lord, ſhne ww only 
that our Sauiour left power for the Apoſtles, and his 
CO — — or commaund 
ome things, as ion might require, which him- 
ſelfe ens. commaunded,, or determined in parti- 
cular: which truth if you hold to be only a Diclare of 
human reaſon , you open a way for refractary ſpirits 
to oppole the ordinances of their Superiours and Pre · 
late, in things not expreſſely commaunded by our 


1. Tbe laſt Words v. 25. Concerning virgins 1 have 
no commundment of the Lord, but 1 deliuer my Iudement, 
which we tranſlate, but I giue comnſaile prooue indeed 


our Catholicke Doctrine concerning workes of ſu- 
pererogation, or Counſayles, in regard that the Apo- 
ſtle in this perſuades virginity as the better, but 


commaunds it not as neceſſary : Net they do in no 
wiſe imply any doubtfulneſſe or fallibihty in the A- 
poſtles; nener any hitherto beſides your ſelfe, oſlering 
to anſwere our argumẽt by ſaying, the Apoſtle wrote 


only the dictate ot human reaſon, or prudence, and ſo 
might be deceiued. Which anſwere had been very 
obuious, if they Da preſumed to be ſo bold as you 
Ire, with the Apoſtles, and therefore it is a ſigne that 


e durſt deliuer this doctrine. 
F 2 9. Cer- 
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yet n were not vſefull for 


5. Certainly if the A did fomenmes write by 
the motion of the holy God, and at other times ous 
of cheir one pria ate ludgment or ſpir; though i 
were gtaated that th could enfoorne the di- 
u of thoſe motions or ſpiriis ( which: one may 
caſily deny, if their vniuerſal mfalibaliey be encerm- 
peached ) yet it is cleere that others, ro whony they 

ake or toe, could nor diſcerne the diuorſity of 

hoſe ſpirits in the Apoſtles. For which caufe leur ned 
P ants acknowledge , ther alc h ech mans 
priuate ſpirit were admitted for dicocion of hmfcife, 
| reachmg others. Thus y 
fay (pag- 141-)& ſapernateraltaſſuranceof rheincor- 
ruption of Scriprure' may be an afftcance to ones 
ſclfe , las ws aronmenere averher. And as you 2ffirme 
ty thus beokes tha are not Cenonit ol muy ſay they are, and 
thoſe tbat are ſo, may ſay nothing of it: ſo we cannot bo 
— — — a diuine — , 
th doe mor thae they deliuer 
—— decent they oy norking thers- 
ob,if once we deny cheir vni Naber 

10. Now Ibefecch the good Reader to reſlect vpon 
this mans endrauours to overthrow the holy Scrip- 
tures and Chrdtianity, and to what at laſt he tend: 
by theſe degrees. Firſt he ſæytkł, our beliefe char Scrip · 
ture ia the word of God exceedes not probability. 2. 
Amongſt thoſe Bookes which we belteae to be the 
word of God, we believe ſome with leffe-probebilty 


then others. Thirdly wemey —ů— h'we ner- 
ther bclicue that Scripture is the Rule of Fayth, nor 
that iris the word of God. Fourtitly, our affurance 


that Scripture os any other Boobe is corrupted, * 
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the fame kind and condition, both, au r .- 
rances.Pibchly the writers of holy Seriprary igheeree] 
ia things which they delivered wor ot 6r n 
as diuine Revelations, burdidatesof human rexfon; 
or if they delinered any doctrine nov confirmett by 
miracles. Six tly, vpon the ſame ground he miꝑlir ſay 
that the Apoſtles were infallib 7 46. 
liuered things — —„᷑ zt 
& not when they wrote things meerely indifferent, 
orof no great moment in themſelues, as ſome Soci- 
vian (u) eyther grant, or care not much to deny. ſu) Vo- 
And then further it will be left to euery mans iud- 1. . 5. e. 
gement, what is to be accounted” a' m of mo Lopez. ds 
ment: And ſoone. aftes it will befaid, that to ſearch Aub 
whether the dotrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, for ex - rit. ſoc. 
ample, be contained in 2 or no, is not much Script. 
neceſſary; ſince a man without knowledge of that 
ſpeculatiue doctrime, may belieus aud loue God, as # 
— — — ſelfo affirme (x) Gn) — 
tha if it dur by lone in a vith e. 
TS of bins. And — Ee, der: 
Why may net a man loue G though bwerrem the Pace Ex- 
doctrine concerning Ch deliuered mSerip ture ? & eleſic. 
to it will not be neceſſary to belieus thas the Apo- (PA. 
ſtles were infallihle in ing the-Scripruce, but on- 
ly in articles abſolutely noeaſſaryto lou Gd, and to 

haue a generall ſorno vr for all our finnes, And ſinoe to 
love God — — for our finaes , a probs- 
dle boleafe will ferue | ou ineiples,, 1 
what need we any infallb — * pan — Fe 
ly nme motiues ſuſi cent to produce aprobableaf- 

ent chas there is 2 Sod whether it be by Scriprvre 

F 3 ie- . 
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belieued to be only a probable writing , or by natu- 
rall diſcourſe, or any other meanes, as you teach, that 
one is not bound to belieue the Scripture to be the 
word of God, but may be ſaued, if by other meanes, 
for example, preaching, he attaine the knowledge of 
the verityes contayned in Scripture (2). And thus 
you ſee to whathauock theſe — lead, not only 
touching Chriſtianity, but of all Religion. 


a 
es. All 


The fourth Doctrine. 


Iniurious to the miracles of our Sauiour, 
and of bis Apoſtles 


CHAP. Y. 


HE Diſciple is not aboue his Mayſter : 

& we may not wonder that a man ſhould 
be free with the Apoſtles, if he ſpare not 
Chriſt himſelfe. To the end that che entrance might 
be proportionable to the building which he was rai- 
fing, he plants in his Preface a Tenet, which cannot 
but be as ſtrange to all conſiderate Chriſtians, as it is 
dangerous to the weake . It ſeemes he was not able to 
deny, that true miracles haue been wrought by mem · 
bers of our Catholicke Church : He comes therefore 
to this deſperate euaſion, and giues vs theſe wordes 
in om (a) It ſeemes to me no — thing, that God 
in his Inſtice ſhould it ſome true miracles ro be 

to delude them who haue forged ſo many, as apparently? he 


Profeſours of the Roman docirine hane to abuſe * 
a 
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I ſhall wrong the Readers vnderſtanding, if for his 
ſake I ſhall ſtand to dilate vpon that, which is ye 
cleer ; that by this meanes the miracles of our Bleſſe 
Sauiour, and his Apoſtles cannot be knowne to be 
inducements to truth, but may haue been ſnares to 
entrap the behoulders in pernicious errours. To | 
what end then doth S. Paul prooue his miſſion by mi- 
racles? (b ) Signs Apoſtolatus mei facla ſunt ſuper vos, in (boa. Fr. 
omni prudentia , in ſignis, & — & virtatibus . To — 8 
what end did our Bleſſed Sauiour aſſigne miracles, to 
confirme the preaching of his Apoſtles ? Signa autem 
eos, qui crediderint, hac ſequentur : In nomine meo damo- 
nia eijcient Cc. ſ c). To what purpoſe did he ſend this, © Mare: 
meſſage to S. lohn Baptiñ, Cecivident ,claudi ambulant N v. 17. 
{d)? To what end did he ſay (e) /i opera non feciſſem in (d) Mat: 
cis, qua nemo alins fecit, peccatum non haberent? 11. | 
, 2. Many other texts might be alledged . Theſe 2 _—_ 
will ſatisfy euery good Chriſtian that belieues the IO 
Scriprures. But I confeſſe, neither theſe or any other 
places of Scripture can prooue any thing with this 
man, who by affirming that true miracles may be 
wrought to delude men, doth depriue the Apoſtles 
of all authority which they could gayne by working 
miracles, and conſequently leaues men free from any 
obligation to belieue that their ue. were infal- 
lible. And then to what purpoſe doth he tel vs in the 
ſame place, that the Bible hath byn confirmed with 475 
miracles Which vere wrought by our Sauiour Chriñ and vis 
Apoſiles, fince thoſe very miracles might by the ſame 
ground, bedelufionsrather then confirmations? If 


_ krie miracles may now be wrought in puniſhment 


of Chriſtians for forging falſe. miracles, as you pre- 
| tend; 
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tend; what certeimy <any an that our 84 
niour gc his — been uniſhment 
of the le ves and Gemeile for ddalatry. Irr vlueile 
and orher 5 finncs, which are neuer wanting 
in the world, and may be puniſhed an the manner 
you ſpea ke of, if once chis ailertion be ad matted, that 
True mir cles may be wrought 1odolade men? 

3. But though by thes impiety youdeprive Scrip- 
ture of all authority, and cannot conlequently be 
perſuaded to any thing'by Scripture: yet there remai- 
nes one powerfvll authority so canuince you æuen in 
this your tenet. It is your (elfe. For thus you ſpeake 
to vs ypon another occalien f) Tf hen be ſo infallible, 


Hz. 4, che Aponles were, be wet ar the Apaitics id. They Wint 
9 forth ſayth S. Mare ) and He £nery Mara, ile 


Lord working vith them, and confirming their verdi Yith 
Agnes follawing. Tris i br ah Gad ſhould qe, & 1hat = 

2 eternal 7 — ſet 3 ſeate 49 ale can - 
mation of a fuſbwod, or of fuc ine, as is partly true 
. T he CApoitles dacirine Was thusconfirmed, 
therefore it vas imively te, and in no part « ither falſe or 
vncertaine. Is it not cleere by theſe words that ſince 
che Doctrine of the Roman Church hach byn con- 
firmed by true miracles ( as you affirmed in your 
Moriue,and for eught I can perceine, deny it not in 
your anſwere ) ſhe muſt be the true Church ? For 
euen againſt your ſelie nen youſpeake not in oppo» 
ſitian — the Roman — confeſſe os the 
.eternall Truth cannot conſirme a falſhood with true 

miracles. Or if in oppoſition to aur Church you mill 
recall what you-dehuer in unt Boke, and be can- 
Kit to thatawhich ou lay wyow Preface in anſ are 
f to 
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you prepare a way to the overthrow of Chriſtianity, 


too rigorous in preſſing you vpon thi 
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to your Metine; I muſt ſtill be enforced toaffirme that 
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by euacuatin cfiidery! of mita eleb wroughe by 


Chriſt our Lord, his Apoſtles, and all holy men, in 
conſumaiom of Chr Reon { een 45 
4. And to theend r may, not thinke Iam 


= % 


one paſfage, 


ypon which you were duft by 4 hard neceſsity of 

anſwering your owne metiues;I challenge you vpon 1 

this other wherein you lay: Cg For my part I profeſſe, (© Te. 
cred an 


— 
* 


that if the Dotirine Seriptore: Were not 4i good, * 
4s fit to came — omen of gaodueſſe, as the miracle: 

iy which it vas confirmed vere great, 1 sbould want one : 
waine piller of my: Fayth, and for want of it, I feare ſhould 
len.. din it. Catholickes are moſt certaine 
thatthe doctrine of tho Scripture is as good, as the mi- 
racles by which it was confirmed were great. But this 
certainty we do not ground vpon our owne Know- 

ledge or ludgment, framed by conſidering the Do- 

ctrines in themſelues, as if we ſhould be Haggered if we 
could nod ſind them to be ſuch independently of mi- 


racles; butzbecauſe they are confirmed by miracles, or 


otherwiſe ed to be good, by them, to whom we 
muſt ſubmit : whereas your way of beliefe leaues a 
man ina diſpoſhon to be perpetually altering opi- 
nions, accordingly aa the lama things may ſometimes 


appeare true, and other times falſe; which diverſity 
of iudgmen ts you muſt according to this your do- 
tino follow, euen againſt any point confirmed by 
niracles if it chance toſeemo not true to your vnder- 
ending, which is tho part and proper diſpoſition of 
à mis, War) ant 4 
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The fifth Doctrine. 
By reſoluing Fayth into Reaſon , be deſtroyes 
the nature of Fayth and beliefe of all 
Chriſtian verityes. 
CHAP. VI. 
. F: He ſource whence all the aforeſaid and in : 


numerable other pernicious ſequels do fol- 

low, Gentle Reader, is, that according to 

this mans doarine , Chriſtian Fayth muſt be reſolued 
into the euidence of naturall reaſan, not as preparing 
or inducing vs to belieue, but as the maine ground, & 
ſtrongeſt pillar of our Fayth, and in a word, as the 
concluſion depends on the premiſes. And to this pur- 
(b) Pag. poſe he builds much ypon this aziome: (h) Weranner 
46.5. 1. poſcibly be more certame of the concluſion, then of the vea- 
ter of the premiſes: as ariner will not riſe bighey then the 
fountaine from which it floves. Hence in thelame place 
he deduceth that the certainty of Chriſtian Fœib can 
be but morall, and not abſolutely infallible. With this 
principle is connexed another, vnleſſe you will call 
it the ſame more expreſſely declared and applycd. 
And it is this: If vpon reaſons ſeeming to my vnder- 
ſtanding very good, I haue madechoyce ofa Guide 
or Rule for my direction in matters of Payth; when 
afterward I diſcover that this Guide or Rule leades 
me to belieue one or more points, which in the biſt | 
judgment that Ican frame, I haue ſtronger ceaſog/to | 


rect, 4 


** * 


4 
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and oughe to forſake that Rule as falſe & erroneous: 
other wiſe I ſhould be convinced not to follow rea- 
ſon, butſomie ſetled reſolution to hold faſt whatſocuer 
I had once apprebended . What followes from this 
vaſt principle, but that if holy Scripture ( for exam- 
ple) 8 things ſeeming more euidently cõtra- 
ry to reaſon, or my opinion, more plainly contradi- 
cting one another, then the inducements which firſt 
mooued me to belieue Scripture were ſtrong & con- 
uincing; I muſt reiect the Scripture, as an erroneous 
Rule, and adbere to my owne Reaſon and diſcourſe 
as my laſt and ſafeſt guide. This certainly doth fol - 
low. Eſpecially if we remember another principle 
that the motiues , for which we belieue Scrip- 
ture, are only probable, for ſo they muſt in all equity 


giue place to reaſons ſeeming demonſtratiue & con- 


uincing , as there will not want many ſuch againſt 
the high miſteries of Chriſtian Fayth,if once we pro- 


feſſe that our aſſent to them muſt be reſolued into na- 
-turall diſgpurſe. How farre diſſonant this is from the 


receiued perſuaſion and tenet of all Chriſtians, that 
their Fayth is not reſolued into Reaſon but Authori- 
ty. it is eaſy to ſee by the effects. For why do Sæcinĩan: 
and ſuch like deny the miſtet yes of the Bleſſed Trini- 


ty, the Deity of our Bleſſed Sauiour, and diuers other 


verityes of Chriſtian Fayth , but becauſe they ſeeme 
manifeſtly repugnant to reaſon ? 

2. It cannot be doubted but that any one to whom 
the ſaluation of his one ſoule is deare, will be _ 
h admitting doctrines deliuered in a Booke , if wit 
Tyth it may be affirmed, that the Author in — of 
G 2 . 
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Chriſtian Fayth ? as we feare fo may int AAR we 
thinke he dome from the peſt-houſe; and none will 
truſt the Diucll though trans figured into an Angell 
of light. For which cauſe ſpirituall men bid ys exa- 
mine, not only what motions we find in.our ſoule, 
buc allo from what roote they proceed. 
.3-I wil not take vpõ me to [ay what you are, or what 
you are not, hut in matters cocerning articles of fayth 
we oughtto ſpeak plainly. You tell ys/i)that you be- 
licue the Doctrine of the Trinity, the Deity of our Saniour , 
and all other ſupernaturdl uerityes rexealed in Scriptare. 
The queſtion is nat, whether you belieue ſome kind 
of Trinity, nor whether our Sauiour be God in ſome 
ſenſe by participation, as Dauid ſayes, 7 baus ſaid , you 
areGods( Pſal. 8 1. 6.) and in that ſenſe that they are 
3 — But the queſtipa is whether 
ou belieue miſteryes, as they ge generally be- 
— by Chriſtians, and aber — ho 39. 
Articles of the Engliſh Church: or whether you be- 
licue that in this ſenſe they arereugaled in Scripture. 
Bo pleaſed then to declare your ſelfe, whether you be» 
lieue, that inthe Godbead there be three Perſons of one 
ſubHance, Power, and Eternity the Father , the Sanne, 
in the faſt article. And then 


the Holy Glam, 2 
whether you belicue the ſecond (Arnicle, where : 


ae tw. tte Yaz > <<. uw >. * xa + oa 4 4. a a 2. 
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a r ane At of as. | +53 
ſaid :. The dune Which is the vord of the Rather , ade u 
and u,Hðü God of ome (whit, —— — 
eee eee ee 
the Godhead and Manhood were icpned togaarbor in one 
Perſon newer to be denided, Vhereof is ana C / arr Gal, 
amd ven Man. Thigdly, whether, you fiemely; icli 
the contents of the fifth ¶ Article: The holyGhot procee- 
ding from the Father and the ſane ,ts of one ſwhilance; li- 
ietiy,and Glory vitb the Father and the ſonne, very everndl 
God . If E 
ere . 9 gt hee 
call the Direcbias was pn when it as in your 
power to haup freed your ſelfa from chingrenbies and 
lecured others from thę ſcandall which your Baoke 
may gius. Neither are queſtions from the mat- 
ter, but conſequent to principles delinered in your 


t no man wonder, that I deſire plaine dea- 
aue ſeene a Sacinian Catechiſme in print, 
kicſt grants that Chriſt is God, but then to 
whether he haue the diane Nature, it anſ - 


the q 


nant both to Setipture and Reaſon © It is apparent 
that the Scciniamigree with the Aamabeans, that 
Fayth is reſolued into Reaſan, and that the Manicheans 
E ſtrict brotherbood with the Priſ- 
cillianifts, mhogaugas that it is law full to diſſemblo a 
nans Fayth euen by oath : For their ſaying was , Iu- 
7a. periura, ſecretum prodere noli. And < Ariss, who de- 
nid the Diuinity of our Sauiour Chriſt, made no bo- 
nes o forſweate himſelfe * profels ion of Fayth, 
| 3 con- 


lesme harſh, hlame yaus elk = 
- euen before that — 5 


ueſtion.; | 
wers, No: becauſe (forſooth) that is a thing repug- 
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to deny, or ſpeake ambiguouſſy againſt what he be- 


&) I 
— 


contrary to bis internall beliefe. And whether an 
eſteemed a ria do not hold 1 Fall 


lieues, that ſo in a — ſenſe he may with the 


Apoitle, become all to all, it is likely you know better 


then another can tell you 

3. Howſoeuer, euery one doth now expect, that 
boch for theſe and other manifeſt errours mentioned 
in that litle Booke of Direction, you openly declare 
your ſelfe: it being not ſufficient to ſay, as you do, in 
erall confuſed manner, (x) Mhoſceuer tcaches , or 
them, let him be ©Anathema.For this vniuerſality 
or collection oferrours, ina confuled fort , leaues an 
euaſion to make good your ſpeach, if you reie but 
any one of thoſe errours, though withall you imbrace 
the reſt. And therefore to acquit your credit, and to 
take away ſcandal , it were your part to renounce 
ech one in particular. For if in any occaſion, certain- 
ly in this, flence ought to be interpreted aconfels10n 
of the (aid errours. S. ¶ierome is of this mind; when he 
layes, (I) Nols in ſuſpicione H are ſcos quengh, 
tientem, ne apud cos, qui ignorant in ? 
mulatia conſcientia indicerar, ff race ar It you be not guil- 
2 ,I do you a ſingular fauour, in giving you this 

ay re and fit occaſion, to wipe of that publicke Raine 
which report hath caſt on you, and wherot you haue 


not only ginen too great occaſion by your owne 


words in frequent Conferences, but now by your _ 


writings, which being publiſhed after the Directon, 
demonitrates how deeply Socinian errours are rooted 
both in your iudgment & affetion, which cout not 
be abated, either by priuate aduiſe, or publi*® — 
Ts — py 
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be 
leſſe, to deny the Diuinity of our Sautour Chri 
conſequently to deny that he cedeemed; mankin, 
his Death; which if he be not true God, had beene (O 
blaſphemy ! ) not a price for our Redemption, but a 
puniſhmear rather of his either vſurping the name of 
the true Sonne of God, or at leaſt for giuing men 
cauſe to belieue ho did ſo. Theſe I grant are ＋ 2 in- 
ferences, and yet you cannot auoyd them, ſo lang as 
ry limit Chriſtian Faych to probabilities, alid re- 
olue theſe into naturall diſcourſe, at the roncly 
into the premiſes. And giue me leaue to ſay, you do but 
diſſemble to circumuent an vnwary Reader, when 
2 25 m) that you ſubmit 4 ather reaſons to this 


ceale the maine point, which is, that you cannot 
know, that God hath ſaid ſo, except by motiues of cre- 
dibility, which can produce only a probable aſſent; 
and this muſt yield to the contrary, if it ſeeme eui- 
dent by conuigcing arguments, as Saciniaus conceiue 
their reaſons againit the Bleſsed Trinity, and the Dei- 
ty of our Sauiour Chriſt, to be. Thelike I ſay of other 
high miſteryes of Chriſtian Fayth; and ſtill muſt 
conclude , that vnder colour of vphoulding your 
cauſe you overthrow Chriſtianity. 


( 
hath ſaid ſo : Therefore it is true » For you con — 
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arall verrues. But not content with this, 
in which he . 


19-45 eite extirpa 
you ſes In all the 
of our ſogles. Reaſon 


moR {tip 

and experience, 40 it 
hen he is commi 
fringing the — of G 
weight and moment, and ine 
ſerua himghe is not 
with him, and his hu pou 
all Chriſtians are taught, is a ſupernaturall infu uſed 
Habit, whereby we doe loue * preferre God before 
all things, and are habitually inclined to it. Wicn 
we-do not preferre him before all things, but — 


eur ſelues to Creatures by ſome ouer weenin — 


„Iwill not 
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7 Charity,as 
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ad Ac, but as an AR kilhag the and bereauing 
it af che . 3 A only 
we line in God: and conſequently the Infuſed Habie 
of Cherity ceaſeth in vs: howſocuer we may find by 
experienceſameincligation ſtill to loue God, either 
by ſome repetition of farmer acts of our one, or 
ray ſed by ſome conſideration repreſented to ys. 

2. This is the doctrine receiued amogſt Chriſtians , 


+ which I do not now vndertake to diſpute, and do- 
* clare at large, but reſerue it for a larger wor keʒ my in» 
if tent in this being oaly co point out the heades from 
. whence very ill uences mult needes follow, 
that people may take heed of them, and not be too 
% edy. of ſuch nouelties, leaſt t her with them 
7 ake their euerlaſting bane, For to gos no fur · 
3 ther, to N would this one doctrine bring a 
Commonwealth or Kingdome if it were receaued? 
0 Certainly to all licentiouſneſſe and liberty. For af 
8 deadly ſiane yy coaliſt with the Habit of Charity, 
a much more with che Habit of Feb and Hope. And it 
5 being certain amog Chriſtians, that God will damne 
£ no man in Whoſe ſoule he beholds the precious gem- 
t mes of theſe this Theologicall vertes Fœtb, Hope, 
y and Charity it will be concluded, that deadly finne 
s vnrepented cantiogexcluidea man from Heauen. An 
d errour moſt pernicious , and to be baniſhed the 
- - | - thoughtsof every Chriſtian Man- 

3. For the vertue ef Hopr,if l vnderſtand him right, 
ö he ſometimes deſtroyes it by Preſamprion with ouer- 


much largeneſſe, and turnes it to Deſpere- 
, | 1198 
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hols repentice rhar they can Baue In proofs 
of too much largeneſſe ic will be ſufficiencto allead- 


ge words, wherin heſpeakes thus to Catholicks? (o) 
T his pretenſe of yours, that Comitition vill ſerue without 
4inuall Conf: [rion, but Attrition vill nos, is a wicety , or 
phanſy,or rather, is give it the true name, adewi * 
None to ſerue cui: and purpeſe q Cad baning no vbere dkcla- 
red bimſelfe, but that whereſoener he vill accept of that re- 
pentance which you are pleaſed to call Contrition , be Will 
accept of that which you call Attrition . For though he like 
beft ares ee Holocauſt of Laue, yet be reietls not 
tbe ſmoxking A it be true and ef- 
felluall) vhich proceeds from Hope and Feare. Heere 

is very large, and againſt all good Diuinity will nee- 
des haue an Act proceeding from Hope or Feare, to 
be a ſufficient and proportionable diſpoficion to the 
nobleſt of the three Theologicall vertues Charity. A- 
mong Proteſtant Deuines there want not ſome who 
are ſo farre from belieuing, that ſorrow ariſing from 
Feare of Hell, is ſufficient for remiſsion of ſinnes, that 
they hold it rather to be a ſinnefull A. 

4. But neither in this doe I intend for the preſent to 
enter into long diſputation, and thegefore goe for- 
ward to ſhe w that in other places of his Ro he is 
as ſtrict. For he calls (p) it « doctrine of Licentionſneſſe, 
that though « man line and dye vithous the pratiiſe of Chri» 
lian vertues and vith the Habits of many damnable ſinner 
vnmorriſied, yet, if be in the lat moment of his life , bau- 
any ſorrow for his ſinnes, and ius confeſtion with it, c- 

wr be ſhall be ſaucd. I ſee not how this agrees with 
his for mer doctrine, that Aurition, and not only Con- 
| | * trition 
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to reconcile and vindicate from contrediftion 
is one aſſertions. For me it is ſufficientchat ouery 
GY be apt inough to inferce from hence, that 
by this meanes a poore finner muſt deſpayre, though 
he haue euen — of his INOS thoſe cir- 
cumſtances, no tyme for the prediife, of Chri- 
Hian verizes, nor for the —— the 2405 7 many 
dammnable finnes, if he meane the acquired phyſicall ha- 
bits of vice, produced by former vicious ads, as he 
muſt vnderſtand if he meane to ſay any thing. For if 
by Habits of vice he vnderſtand Habituall ſinnes, or 
nnes remayning not — — by ſor- 


row, it is to beg the queſtion, as if he ſhould ſay ſuch 
repentance is inſufficient for pardon of our 5, 
becauſe it takes not aw 


ay our . . 
's- But he does more x Fre declate himſelfe, and 
caſt men vpon deſperation, by what he ſayes of vs in 
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another place: q) That —ͤ— we pretẽd ts be rigid, Pag: 


defendets, and flout Champions for the neceſsity of Good ;g,, 
workes, yet indeed we doe it, to make our ovne fun- 
Minus necqtuy, but obedience to God vnneceſiary : Which 


2 th he Je any man Who conſiders Vhas 
Ari n impoſes vpon all men eſſe- 
Gull mortification of the Habits of all vices., and effetFuall 


conncrſion io of life, and uniuerſall obedience ; and 
hall remembers, that an Ad of Attrition, which you ſay 
vith prielihy abſolatian is ſufficient to ſaluatiam, is not mor- 
tcarias, which being a vorte of difficulty and rime cannot 
be jerformed in an in aus, and therefore neither Artri- 
tien nor Contrition, which ſignifieth the moſt perfeR. 
kind of repentance will ſerue at ſuch an exigent. It is 

| ſtrange 


W724. 


— 


eee timo for mortification of vicious ha- 
bits, this anſwere ſeemes / ropa guant to your awno 
worda, where ſpeakiag of ſomo kind of mon, you ſay, 
(x ) That not withſtan ding their errours, they FS 
with Commition ,ov if nos vis Cvmition. yes vith. Attrizien , 
which, you ſay, God wilt Which | 
of yours {comes either ro ſpeake of dying men, or at 
leaſt to com them. And (133. you teach 
chat for thoſe men that haue meanes to had the ruth 
and will not vſo them, though their caſo be daunge- 
rous, yet if they dye with a gamull repentance: for all 


their ſonnes hnovwne and vninowne-, their Saluation is nat 


deſperate. Where youſecme alſo to ſpeake of men at 
the houre of their Death, when yet they hans not 
time to mortify the habits of vice. And indeed ic is 
Pu wr bugs. wok. "ry agrees. 

d bo forgiuon, and yetthis forgi end 
on the future performance. of mor tification, which 
you ſay requires time, How ſoeuer, for my purpoſe it 
is ſufficient, that by danying poſeibility of forgiue- 
neſſe to a repentant tinner , at the laſt inſtant of his 
life, you vncharitably eaſt men on deſperation, and. 


deſtroy the Hope, yea and Faub of Chriſtians, which 
aſfures vs, that forgiuaneſſo is neuer denied to any 


chat repents. F 
g. But there remainos yet a more daungerours er- 
roar , that one may be ſaued with a generall reyen- 


cance 


in them This, vnleſſe 1 — im 
words which l ciceqeuen now!'s hat 
hauc meanes to find the truth and will not uſe them, eff they 133. 
dye withe generall r fer 

aud unknown , their ſaluation is not deſperate. Where you 
ſuppoſe , chat a man romaines in a cafpable errour, & 

yet that a gue repentance may obtaine. 

— dereliction of it. For if he for 
errour, he is out of cafe, which fpeakes of 
that haue mreanes to the Truth, 


e e pilfory if it could be ſbwed ya er any 


eare. For if fuck a all repet 
ce would 


defafficient at other times, and conf Fee py one 


might haue pardon of his finnet whilſt 
roar þ them. Orif this be not che meaning,” 4 
that paſſage, it wil notwithſtanding be true, that ei- 
— 1 ij ſuffcientro obtaine pardon for ſinnes, 
when there remaines no time to mortify the habits 
of vice, which is againft your Tenet; or elſe that. a 

finner cannot obraine pardon at the Ws of his 
Death, r | 


thoſe who (5) P. 


de at the houre of death, it would alſo © 
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be ſeauench Doctrine. 
Takes away the grounds of rationall diſcurſe. 
CHAP. VILL. 


1. W T may ſeeme ſtrange, that a man ſhould reſol- 
1 ne Chrifian Fajthinto natarall Reaſon , and yet 
fall ypon a way which deſtroyes all diſcourſe 
of Reaſon . But to thele exigents human Vnderſtan- 
ding is brought, when it forſakes the ground of Chr;- 
flianity. He teacheth, and endeauoureth toproove (t) 
by no fewer then ſeauen reaſons, that it us polsibleto 
aſſent to contradictions at the ſelfe ſame time. If a 
man wil ſpeake in this to the purpoſe, he muſt vnder- 
ſand of formall and direct contradictions; for exam- 
ple, Chriſt is the Sauiour of the world: Chriſt is not 
the Sauiour of the world. Whereof to haue put thee 
in mind, good Reader, ſhall ſuffice at this preſent, ac- 
cording to the breuity which in this diſcourſe I haue 
presst de my ſelfe, not doubting but thou wilt y- 
pon this reflection and thyne owne examination find 
that all his ſeauen arguments, are very weake, and ſo 
farre from proouing his A ſſertion that all of them, 
not one excepted, | directly the contrary of that 
which he intended, notwithſtading that as it ſeemes 
of purpolc he tooke this ſubiect in taske to ſhew ſowe 
ſtraine of wit , and to purchaſe ſome opinion of 
knowledge in Metaphy e. 
2. How it hath thriued in his hand, tyme mayſhew 
in 
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Whether abſcure and evident be Ps net of. our a 


1 


kind of — as if we ſhould ſay, God in him- 328. 
(if is obſcure and evident, becauſe ſome vnderſtand 
im with an obſcare,and others with a cirere or eniden: 
aſſent. Thirdly, his diſcourſe ( peg. 69. 1. 48.) about 
the eye, obiect, and:aft of Seeing, with ehe propor- 
tion which he would make berweene them, and the 
obiect and act of Fayth, which muſt fall vpon an he- 
reſy condemned in the Pelagians, beſides ſome miſta- 
kes in hy. Fourthly, another ſubtilty about 
the eſſence of Habits, and formall motiue, to any 
AR &. whereof he ſpeakes pag. 138.8. 24. and does 
after his manner miſtake. Then alſo it ſhalbe ſhewed 
with how little reaſon he deſpiſes (x) the diſtinction (x) Pug: 
of being obliged not to disbelicue, and of not being 5. 1. il. 


obliged explicitly to belieue ; and with as litle declai- 
mes bitterly ( pg · 391. 1. 8. ) againſt the doctrine 
that ſome things are neceſſary becauſe they are com- 


maunded, and others commaunded becaule they are 
neceſſary. And finally, the Reader muſt not be depri- 
ued at that time of the recreation he will receiue by 
a ſpeciall ſubtilty indeed, about a ſaying in Charity 
maintayned,That the Creed mat an ebridgment(y ). Ma- 7 
zy more of the like nature will be then brought to 2. 5. 55. 
the touchſtone, and layd as flat, as. now. perhaps to 
ſone partiall men they may haue ſeemed lofty and 
learted, My purpoſe here is only to giue the Reader 
| warning 
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"CHAP. 1X. 


. Cannot omit not 
bn that one of che — 
0 proaue, that one ma at 
yield aſſont to oontradictorios , muſt muſt be ranked a- 
mongſt tho reſt of his Doarins,w hach do cleesly tend 
to the onerthrow 2 SoT% 37» ppt 
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few. And 


ard with 


by re) -as this man wit haue it, in · 
to human Reaſon. Ochers beare a _ of ropugnance 
to the moſt receiued Principles o f P hiloſophy e 

byfcke, as the ffery of the moſt fled 

Trinity. Others in app A | te from theſu- 
= e we myſtery of the 
acarnation an Teach of the ſonne of God. Where I 
cannot but obſerue, that this man ſpeakes ſo irreli- 
gioully — * that it may giuowſtoccabon or for 
men to enquire what he he believes concerning td 

Cb) Pref uinity of our Sauiour viour Chriſt ;as when be ayths 155 
that 0 Dottrine of Tr 
many others [oder c 
tian: Qa aide Chriſtians 
anima 7 awry ſeei 
9 ny ſoule with the Phi 
di as * 
in t rather © it 

Sate 5 e 


6d  giuos another ffoicion of it in ebe paſſage 
wing For hauing allcadged diuers 

nadiion | in our Doctrine ä ——— — 
Sacrament of the Altar, he concludes, (e) that if I (e) . 


( that is the Author of Charity Maintayned ) canng! 216.217: 
compoſe the repugnance and that after an intelligible man- 


| 

| 

| 

- not belieue Tranſubftantiatian,or elt that it is no cantradi- 
* 


nen, — mull giue hin leaue to beliene ibas enther ve do 
dion thas men chovld ſubiugate their under ta the 
fe ener og yet, as ade, be 
= er leaſt earferableſ ). (i) Ibis 
j- 2 pray, can vndertake againſt a cauillin 9 
) wit, to an{were all arguments obiected againſt the 
my Bleſed. Trinity, Incarnation, and other ſublime. ve- 
* rityes of Chriſtian Fayth, and compoſe all ſeeming re · 
ft pugnances after an intelligible manner? Deuines are not 
al ignorant, what inexplicable difficulties offer them- 
er ſeluas, euen concerning the Deity it ſelfe, for exam - 
n- ple, bis Immuta bility, Freedom of will, voluntary de- 
ke crees, knowledge of creatures, and the like. Mult we 
ur then deny them, becauſe we are not able to compoſe all 4 
zed repugnances after an intelligible manner ? It may leeme 
* e to which per- 
. ſtaſſon if . Doctrine of yours , That 


K thee is no Chriſtian Church aſſiſted with Infallibi- 
* — — | 
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vu nner, ——— to 
̃ {whichIhopeyou 
yor eis ſay, it is rraſuna 
ble for men to belicue contradictions at the Tame 
_ which by your oonfeſſion were very vareaſe. 


you know couldſay in ſomecompany , where there 
_ occefion of arguing, Einer deny rhe a4. 

anſub#l entiation; and it was and: » We will 
— en this, then deny that. And with good rea- 
ſon. For if o reſpe& human diſcourſe, there are moro 
difficult eee: ſt that miſtery, chen againſt 


this. Aud if we Reuelation, —— — 
cleare for the real — and Tranſi tion, 
then for the m ef che Bleffed Trinmty. But no 
wonder if they who redues all cartainty of Chriſty 
Fayth to the of naturall reaſon, are well co«- 
tent ynder the name of Travſubſtantiation , to /n. 


dermine the doctrino of the Bleſſed Trinity, "and all 
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tho prime verityes proper to — Fayth F hich 
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7 e ee 
man reaſon , and r rere obtertiom which 
alwayes be anifweted;, ier x , 
requires Aid confoquetly hejth 
Ne beltewe, that 
trexe choſe b, vyels that h. 
lerllanuing ro the 
he acknow | 
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|, words (f). An Rear att 1 
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this ; 
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ent. So that in fine this muſt be bus 
tſocuer God ſpeakes or reueales, 
inly. true: But I. am not cerraine, that 


ere tha ha rey le — 
L t is, 4 1 Sy me, ac- 
- cording to vie another place where 
he Na Lans. to prooue that 
the minor of this — exceedes not pro- 
bability,and « non? N cannot inferre a conclu- 
Hon more then probable. aeg like to this as an 


or 6 — o « . 0 , elect, 
© prum . l. — — 
cortaine as the Principles of Geometry, it being ab- 
ſolutely impoſs ible ta Truth — falſhood. But 
the point is, that he does not certainely know or 
belieue theſe Truths, as he does the — — 
Meta hyſicke , but onely with a 
— Inge The 


and ſo to him the . 
like art alſo he vies pag. 357. 9 theſe wor · 
des: Fe . 
it is now day that I ſees —— of 
all this floriſn —— that he is certaine 

lieues the Goſp of Chriſt with probable aſſenr As 
for the argument, ie deſerues no anſwere. Fo Who 
.' knowesnot that contradi inuolue twopropo- 


oe but he who ins his * al. 
ent 


' pi 1 — only by a 


in the Scripture : Therefore I am cer- | 
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not to belieue contr | , 
pretonds. All which conlidered for bertorm nn 

ce,thathis DoAriges vndermine the chiefeſt myſte- 

ries of Chriſtian Fayth, and ouerthrow N 
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The ninth DoQines 
| Lp prom to be conſtant in no Religion. 


CHAP. X. 


Said in the beginning, that as we could not 
know the way, vnleſſe we firſt be told whi- 
ther we goe lo it could lidle au, fle vs to be 
— in a way, if by CE wingh we mighe be miſſed. 
pole the end of our iourney be knowne, and 
the righc — found, what better ſhall we be, if with - 
all we be continually harkning to ſome ſuggeſtions x 
which neuer let ys reſt , till we haue abandoned chat 
pathby following other croſle -Wayes,2s we chance 
to fall vpon them. This is the caſe of the man with 
whome we haue todeale . I will not build ypon his 
decds, Imeane his changes firſt from Proteſtant , to 
Catholique , then 53 Setbegee to Proteſtant, & 
then about againe to Catholique, till ar laſt be be 
cometo — 6 , that it is hard to ſay, What he is, 
zeyther Preciſftan , nor Subſcriber to the 39. Articles, 
nv confeſſed Socinien,nor right Chriſtian according 
tobe grounds which he bat 17 If you will be- 
lieuquimſelfe for matters of Religion, he is conſtant 
in nobing, but in following that Way 16 heanen Which 


for 


nature , "an hag mach profeſkivn 
(i) Pref. now ſatisfied , he ſhould (i) profeſſe himſelfe, 15 
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6. a. — e indifferency » 
ee ee to tell 
d to bis underRlan- 
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_ fionzto whom the words of f. zem ( n) concerning (n) xp, 
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un wer ſono this man taking ypon hin co be a 
guids to others, and to leade them 2 /ofr by to hea- 
den, 7 = — in his way, 
and fil to haus not a (m) Trasailers, but an Ig: (m) ref. 
norant Travellers Indifferency , willing tobe {ed —— - — 1 
way, or from it, beca ste hoknowes not whether he be 
right or wrong; other wiſe if he know himſelſe to bo 
rig ht, eEftainly it were not his 3 ſo willing 
to be led o apy bey, er from it : which gies me hops, 
that no man of indgment, and timorous conſcience, 
will aduenture theerernall ſaluation of his ſoule, y- 
yo che writings or Doctrine of one, who is ſo vn · 
etled, 1 — he either knowes not where to find, 

ug t 


or how in any one opinion or profeſ- 


Petrus Abailardus (who taught that Fayth was but ops- 193. 
nion) may be applyed: Homo ſibi diſsimilis efl torus am- 
guns. He it am W 7 er Fe, vho- 
lely compoſed of dewbtings.1 leaue out his middle words, 
4- One thing certainly people would be very glad 
to know, that whereas he maintaines, that his Altera- 
tions vere the moit ſathfattory athion»to himſelſe (o) that (o) Pas; 
ener he did, and thegreate#t vidtories that euer he obtained — 22 
| Men. 1 would be glad to know ypon 


ew d, d no in print. Bux 
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gly know. If he had no better reaſons, the anſ· 
wers to his owne Motiues, iſcarcely belieue, that any 
iudicious Proteſtant will allow the alteration to haus 
been good, diuers of them being againſt Proteſtants 
thombluce and ſome repugnant to all Chriſtianity, v& 
as may be well ſeene by theeffeas, which they haue 
wrought in him, to wit, ſo much vnſetledneſſe in bo- 
liefe and Religion, that he knowes not to this day, 
what he would be at. But we may well ſuppoſe that 
as he willingly leaues / men to their liberty, prowided 
that they impraue it nat to 4 Tyr enny aner others; (0 he re- 
ferues thelike li tohimſelfe, and is in finere- 
ſolued to belieue wharſocncr for the * ert 
mo probable to bim: and ſo liuing in tuall Indif- 
ferency, be an example to others to be conſtant in no 
profeſlion, which is as good as to be of no Religion. 
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The tenth Doctrine. 
Proui des for the in unity V preſeruation of what- 
Joexer dannable errour agaenſt Chriſtian Fayth, 

CHAP. XL. 
Is E is no leſſe rouidẽt to conſerve theni 
H duſtrious to Vnchriſtian e 
A. Acheiſmes. an Orthodoxe] 
uer fall firſt into da mnahle Hereſies, then to I 


„or Iudaiſme, after ward to Paganiſme, and filly 
 Atheilme, Let him freely ſpeake his mind my 
| , 


ned, and vnlearned, to hi hand — ye Laity and 
Clergy, to all forts of s:Let him haue ſwarmes 
of followers, let Circumciſion be reduced, the Satur- 
day obſerued for Sunda 5 Iewes, or Friday 3 
the Turkes, and in confirmation of theſe ſacril 
let Bookes be written. What remedy ? Muſt ſs 
things be tolerated in a Chriſtian Commonwealth, or 
Kingdome? with reſentment of a Chriſtian Prince ? 
in deſpiteof Chriſtian Prelates? vnder the eyes of 
Chriſtian Deuines/in the midſt of Chriſtian people? 
They muſt be ſuffered , if we belieue this mans do- 
arine, (p) that no man ought to be puniſhed for his (7 2 
opinions in Religion. e are willing ( ſay ch he ) to lea 2 
Amen to their liberty provided they vill not improxe it to a 
Tyrany auer others(q ),a . meanes to preſerue euery (q) Pag. 
one in his liberty without feate of puniſhment, Axd 179. 8. ir. 
the comrary —7 — and pratiiſe what is it? It well be · 
comes them Who haus their portions in this life who ſerue no 
higher ſlate then that of . land, or Spayne ur France, who 
thinke of no other but the preſeruation of their 
oy 1, and tranquillity in this world, who thinke of 
eames CE States but haway poder & M- 

— ow daungerous to Church, & euen 
to State this pernicious errour is, and what encoura- 
— — vnquiet perſons to Autho- 

and how deepely it — 9 —— Pro- 

t — 

*2 bbo haue their 
Star then that of Emi aer, ho thinke 
of ntuher Hape, bh rings tes | 7 


fortwn, in this world , 0 
— b death, I leaue == by vigher 


ie a eng 
and confine ic — Kavt ba lack, tha 


— deſtroyer cb be faid before, 
— — 
F 

ry wide Hitt — — cs 0-4 certainly it doc, 245. 
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his meaning be this, then his Former g. 
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men to belieue,and-profefſowhar they | 
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or ynquier {piriecould prenailpin any Kingdome er 
not Rar mae th ofa eee ; being fafficient for my 
intention, to haue made it cleere, that che 7 
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| leſerace alto Prote Rant Reli im, ner 
to ſer a ee. — choſen to defend is which open 
18 


ly de Religion; yet Compaſsion could not but Yorke 
in 4 — ſonle, and mooxc it to deſre, and to endea- 
wonr that ſuch a vay ſhould not be taken, which might make 


0 dmore inſenſible of a ion, by blarrin 
2 more inſenſib * i 


be common principles of Chriftlianity , the 
foundation thereof , us lay infleed of them , the 3 


Atheiſme. h 

2. Secondly though this hath not taken 9 eel vhich 
cauli baue been viched, & that notvithſtdiling the warning 
| wn he hath interlaced bis whole boote with ſuch fuſſ as 
you haue ſeenc; yet this we haue gotten further, that it 

is diſcauered clecrly to the world, how deeply Soci nianiſme 
is rosted in this man, ( and, as it is to be feared, in many #- 
thers vith whome he muſt needes haus had mach conference 
fonce his vndertaking the worke ) in regard that us tinuly 
adaiſc or Direction, no force of reaſon, na feare of ſbanie or 
lhment , no former impreſsions of Chriſtianity could 
vicharaw him from Heeping his thoughts and pen in fuch 
UB-Chriflian inle j nor the many Corrtttions endeauoured 
by the —_— of his Booke, blot aut his errours, though 
in reſpect of the alterations which haue been by report made 
is it by theme, it is quite another thing from the fir?t plat- 


forme Which he dbev, and put into their hands; and conſe- 


p_ bov ie? reaſon the Directour had to ſuſpef?, that 
is true intention, Ve ot to defend Proteſtantiſme, 
V conertiy to vent Socinianiſme. 

Nov, thirdly, whether it be not high time that people 
hom gov at the leañ open their eyes vpen this ſecond var 
2 order Which may be canueniem to pre- 


"reading of ſo pernicious 4 Ws 12 ee 
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